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“Tae Cuance or Lire,” in Women; with remarks on the periods 
usually called “ Critical.” 
By Josern Parnisn, M. D. 
NUMBER Iv. 

Sympathy between Brain and Uterus;—Uteras matures early—mind does net. 
Women should weleome the ‘Change ;*°—Illustration of Speculam Specialty.— 
lujary to the morale of the Sex. 

We have said that the time comes in the history of woman, when the 
mind acts with mature vigor, and the generative organs decline. This 
sentiment is predicated on the fact, (or, if preferred,) the assumption, 
that there is a striking sympathy between the mind and the womb, 
though each may perform its functions with entire independence. 
They do not begin in early life, to exhibit their powers at the same 
time, and yet go on for the score and a half of years allotted to uterine 
activity, in near relation to each other. When the uterus ceases to draw 
upon the nervous energy for support, the mind, strong in years, and 
mature in knowledge, goes on to the more perfect development of its 
powers, till, in old age, the brightest gem in the circle that adorns its 
venerable crown, is wisdom. The uterus matures early,—the mind does 
not. One is destined to a short existence. The other, to an immortal 
life. ‘True, as in second childhood, or in the condition usually known 
as the period of dotage, there may be a perceptible failing of mental 
power. The vigor of earlier days may pass away, and a sad imbecility, 
hang like a pall, upon the darkened pathway of the aged matron. But 
even in cases of this kind, it is a question, whether the power of the 
mind to live, and enjoy, and even to progress, is lost. In the multitude 
of infirmities, that crowd about the human form, and crush it to the 
earth, the mind may be buried in the wreck; but it is a good 
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tive life again, in its native clime—and that it may go on from one state 
of perfection to another, in accordance with its unending destiny. 

As the uterus matures early, so it dies early: for when it ceases to 
act, it begins to die. After its allotted time, it may never be renovated 
again. This is not an accident, but a law—not a misfortune, buts 
blessing. And yet, the ever active mind dwells upon it, thinks it over, 
and imagines evil. It anticipates trouble, and sorrow, before it realizes 
them. The “critical time” comes. The subject of it has passed through 
the varied changes, incident to a state of virginity, and fruitful woman- 
hood, and now occupies a stand-point, hitherto unexperienced. She looks 
back, counts her many escapes from danger, her wonderful recoveries 
from serious disease perhaps, numbers her growing flock, and feels a 
just and lofty pride, that she has filled her place in the social, and do- 
mestic relations of life. She casts too, a timid glance, into the perspec- 
tive that lies before her, and as she sees it gradually narrowing toa point, 
it may be in her view, distant or otherwise, she is too apt to anticipates 
gloomy pilgrimage, over the untried pathway that lies before her. For 
the first time in her history, the flow that has hitherto returned at regu- 
lar intervals, ceases, without the intervention of pregnancy, or any 
known cause, over which she has control; and for this reason alone, she 
startles, and doubts. And while she may be strong with many days, 
and wise, with much experience, it is no marvel, that as she stands upon 
the narrow line, whieh divides her life, she looks upon either side,—to 
the past and the future, with conflicting emotions, such as no one ean 
faithfully describe, but herself. It is diffieult for her to realize, that for 
this cessation there is a natural cause, as there was a cause for the first 
appearance of the menses, or for their occasional interruption. And as 
her mind wanders away to the fields of fancy, she broods over unreal 
evils, and becomes the vietim of actual disease. I would not be under- 
stood to assert, that the afflictions often noticed at this period, are inva- 
riably the result of a morbid mental eondition—far from it ;—but that 
there are often reasons for seeking medical counsel, that have their origin 
solely in groundless mental apprehension. If it be true, that there iss 
perversion of feeling, and temper, when the menses are arrested by 
pregnancy, may it not be true, that when they cease to flow, at all, we 
may witness other equally singular exhibitions of mental and moral 
feeling ? 

It is a curious fact, that in eases, where the menses are arrested by 
disease, the moral und mental phenomena are not perverted, as they are, 
when a natural cause interrupts their regular appearance. It is true, the 
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brain, may be oppressed, and the countenance dejegted ; and there may 
be pain, or a sense of weight or fullness in the head, perhaps. And 
while all these symptoms, indicate a near sympathetic relation between 
the brain and the uterus, they present a modification which strikingly 
indicates the line, between organic disease or disturbance, and the ner- 
vous, or as we have already called it, the telegraphic power which main- 
tains a relation, or intercouse between the two. 

In amenorrhwa for example, depending upon an atonic state of the 
system, or, perhaps the result of cold, or other accident, we see neither 
the morbid taste, which is exhibited in pregnancy, for strange and dis 
gusting food, or none of the exquisite apprehensions, which are constant- 
ly agitating the mind of the matron, as she approaches the last “critical 
period,” peculiar to ber sex. It will not be denied, we think, by any 
one of experience, who has closely observed the psychical expressions 
of the female under the various manifestations of uterme disturbance, 
whether natural, or morbid, that the brain maintains a nearer sympa- 
thetic relation with the generative system than any other organ of the 
body, with perhaps the exception of the stomach, which also participates 
largely in the distarbances induced through the nervous system. If it 
were not so, we might reasonably expect to find engorgment of the liver, 
as well as of the brain, in the event of a suppression of the catamenia. 
We should expect our patients to refer to the hypochondriac region, as often 
as to the cerebral, as the seat of uneasiness. And we see no reason why 
the contiguity of the bladder, the kidneys or the bowels, might not ren- 
der them as liable to take on sympathetic action, if it was not that the 
brain was ordained the guardian of that particular system of organs 
which refers to the production of intelligent beings. We must be care- 
fal not to lose sight, at this juncture, of the fact, that since the womb 
has been an active organ, the mind perhaps, was never more capable of 
exerting its powers; and that the womb, was never less so. Now, it may 
seem strange to dwell upon this fact—and yet, it is considered one of 
importanee, and is presented here, thus prominently to secure the atten- 
tion of the reader to the idea offered in essay, No. 1., to wit: that “wo- 
man should learn to welcome, rather than to fear this change,” and that 
it is the office of the physician at such a period, “not to alarm, but to 
encourage, and support” his patient. To Welcome the cessation of a na- 
taral, periodical, and healthy discharge, may seem difficult. To be- 
lieve, that from a certain time of life, it would be unnatural, and unheal- 
thy, for it to continue, after at least thirty years of regular recurrence, 
may séeeth difficult. That such an entire, and positive revolation should 
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oceur in the female constitution, without leaving traces of disease, and 
causing suffering may also -cem difficult to realize. But the mind must 
be disciplined into the service ; the woman must rise above her appre- 
hensions, and the thoughtful physician hold up her hands, and give her 
a cheerful onward bidding. 

The experience of the writer, with this class of patients, has not been 
inconsiderable. It has been his privilege to attend many females of 
strong and cultivated intelligence, safely through this period, by the 
simple expedient here referred to—keeping the mind, as it were, above 
the womb,—the thoughts above disease,—the hopes beyond danger, and 
it has been his happy lot to see many cross the line, without appreben- 
sion, and hence without suffering. True, if there is disease in the sys- 
tem, lurking there, in anticipation of laying hold of a debilitated, inner- 
vated organ, upon which to expend its ravages, no mental effort can re- 
strain its power. This we have often seen, and perhaps no physician 
has ever watched over the last days of a patient, writhing in the pains 
of cancer of the womb, and forgotten the hours of suffering, in which his 
skill has failed to alleviate, and his sympathy been unable to soothe. 
But we have to do with the thousand and one ailments, that are the re- 
sult of morbid fear, or groundless apprehension, and which it is asserted 
may be prevented, by bringing to bear the mental powers of the individ- 
sual herself. 

The brain, the guardian of the uterus. The strong, the  pro- 
tector of the feeble. This is the idea. Suppose the strong, to be un- 
trained. Let it be the generator, and the cultivator, of false, and imagi- 
nary ideas, and those ideas, be they persistent or fugitive, durable or 
transient, will, just in proportion as they refer to, and operate upon the 
enfeebled, and dependent organ, carry the latter in their own morbid 
train. Apprehensions will grow into realities perhaps, fears become the 
ruling power, and the unfortunate patient, the slave of that power. _ 

Let us present a case. A lady offers herself for treatment. For a few 
months she has menstruated irregularly. Sometimes the discharge has 
been abundant, and sometimes seanty. Once or twice, perhaps, clotted 
blood has passed the vagaina, and then again it has been deficient. She 
has had pain in the back, and loins, at some of her periods, and been 
free from it at others. The pfescriber enquires about her previous habits 
of life, and finds that she has borne children, and has had no more than 
she could have expected of the common ills, and sufferings of life. He 
finds that she is on the shady side of forty, and if he be a man who is 
moved by sinister motives, dishonest, and extortionate, who makes # 
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trade of his profession, and boasts of his success, he begins after this 
wise. ‘ You are approaching the critical time of life. Your womb isex- 
tremely irritable; it is very feeble, and you are liable to sudden, and 
dangerous hemorrhage. If you do not allow me to prescribe for you re- 
gularly till you pass this fearful crisis, 1 cannot be responsible for the 
issue. All this clotted blood probably comes from some organic chan-ze 
in the structure of the uterus. - It may be the commencement of a can- 
cer, which I can arrest by caustic, or possibly there is a polypus, or 
some more dangerous foreign body in your womb, which will require to 
be extirpated.”” An hour is appointed for a visit ; the speculum and the 
dreaded case of instruments, with all the paraphernalia incident to this 
species of quackery, are displayed. The womb is exposed to view. Females, 
who have never before seen the organ, are now quietly indulged with a 
sight, and erudite explanations whispered into their ears, and then their 
testimony secured to sustain the opinion of the animal who conducts the 
examination, that it is a “dreadful sight to behold.” Syringes are now 
brought forth, and dexterously used; and then, appliances of various 
kinds recommended, none of which, perhaps will do harm, or good, and 
in the course of nature, the discharge soon ceases. The patient is free 
from her apprehensions, and goes from neighbor to neighbor, to laud 
the skill of the being who has miraculously saved her from death, while 
he appropriates a large fee to the feeding of his self-satisfaction, and false 
dignity. 

Such is the road to fortune. Who will follow it? Many have. 
Cases of this kind have frequently come under the observation of the 
writer. But how much more judicious to-say to a patient under these 
cireumsiances—“ This is the time of life toexpect a change. You could 
not menstruate much longer without danger, because it would be un- 
natural. Nature is very kind; she wishes you to be healthy, and happy 
during the remainder of your days, and you cannot be, without this 
monthly flow ceases. If the discharge is at any time excessive, rest on 
your bed, or couch, till it moderates. Take your ordinary food regularly, 
and as bountifully as is your habit, being careful not to offend your diges- 
tive system, or allow the regular action of your bowels to be interrupted. 

If you feel any more unpleasant symptoms, consult your physician ; 
but as an intelligent woman, remember‘that this change is for your good, 
and do not allow meddling nurses, or officious doctors, to convince you 
to the contrary; ‘foy the truth is not in them,’ unless it may be more 
charitably said, that their iguorance has called them out on a truant 
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errand, and made them fit su’ jects for the wise injunction, ‘ Beware of 
presumptuous sins.’ ”’ 

The speculum practice, per se is unobjectionable, but the speculum 
specialty, as at present used, is a monster in the profession. A delicate, 
sensitive female, laid upon her back, her knees drawn up, and a valvular, 
or conical, or any other kind of tube, passed to the full extent of her 
vagina, with the light of a candle, or the direct rays of the sun, brought 
to bear upon the tube, and concentered in a foeus, upon her womb, isan 
outrage upon her sex, and an indignity to the medical profession, unless 
in cases, rendering it absolutely necessary. The mental and moral shock, 
alone produced by such a course, particularly in a young, unmarried fe- 
male, is sufficient to produce a train of symptoms, that may demand pro- 
fessional interference—and it has been often a question, whether the in- 
jury done to the morale of the sex, by such a system, has not greatly 
overbalanced the physical advantages, resulting from the unwarranted 
use of the instrument. 

PuiLapetpuia, April, 1854. 

TO BE CONTINURD. 
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Cases of Singultus. By Wiiiiam Jounson, M. D. 


Sinoutvs, often a mortal, is always to the adult, a most painful and 
distressing affection. When it occurs as the sequel of acute disease, its 
siguificance is important, and often boding disastrous issue. The re- 
cognized causes of this disease are various, such as predominant acidity, 
or alkalescency of the contents of the stomach ; excessive repletion of 
this organ; crude and indigestible substances floating at the upper orifice; 
lesions of the stomach; simple spasmodic action and sympathy with 
perishing organ. It is but seldom that the idiopathic form of this dis- 
ease comes under the treatment of the physician; in general it readily 
yields to domestic appliances, and among these a Jump of loaf sugar 
cures it, ‘utd, citd et jucundé. But it is not always that this disease 
even when primary and idiopathic, is so easily subdued ; it is sometimes 
exceedingly persistent and runs on for weeks. I was once consulted by 
an aged man who had labored under this affection for two weeks, and 
eases are recorded where it has run on for nine or ten weeks. The bulk 
of the cases of idiopathic singultus in which I have been consulted, have 
ocourred in the aged. The celebrated Dupuytren, however, relates a 
cease of this form of singultus, which ovcurred in a female aged thirty- 
two years, of a very susceptible habit. The hiccups were so very dis- 
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tressing, that he thought himself justifiable in resorting to the actual 
cautery for their removal. A red hot iron of an oval shape, and an inch 
in diameter, was applied to the xiphoid cartilage, until the part was red- 
dened ; the skin only was destroyed, and after several applications, the 
hiccups were permanently cured. In another patient he found it neces- 
sary to resort to the same measure. 

From the etiology of this disease, it will be seen at a single glance, 
that the treatment must be variant, and that much will depend on the 
sagacity and judgment of the practitioner for its removal. I dismiss, 
however, this part of the subject, as it was not my object to write an 
essay, but merely to relate a couple of cases of the symptomatic affec- 
tion, which, to my mind, possess much interest. 

Case 1,—W. J. aged about 45, some years since, was at the close of 
an attack of hepatitis seized with singultus in its most distressing form. 
The condition of the patient at this time, was the most unpromising. 
His prostration was great—his-body was attenuated by disease—his skin 
and adnata of his eyes was of the deepest icterous tinge—there was 
febrile movement—the convulsive action of the stomach and diaphragm, 
resulting from singultus, was so great as to shake the bed on which he 
lay, and could be distinctly heard in an adjacent apartment. It struck 
me at the commencement of this attack, that my patient’s hiccup was 
simply spasmodic, and that the tinct. assafeetida was the very article in- 
dicated. I proposed it to him, and urged its importance. He objected 
in the strongest terms to taking it, stating that no article was so horrid- 
ly offensive to him as the assafotida. Other articles were substituted, 
but they did not answer. Among the rest musk was freely given. It 
would, however, be tedious and unprofitable to enumerate the various 
medication which was employed, under the united counsel of myself and 
the late Dr. Isaac Ogden, of New Germantown, who attended the case 
daily with me. The singultus was almost constantly present, day and 
night, for about 8 or 9 days. My patient having now experienced the 
utter inutility of all that had been done for him, consented to take the 
assafeetida. The tincture, in doses of 40 drops, was administered every 
three or four hours. Almost with the first dose there was a decided 
mitigation of the hiecups. The assafwtida was used two or three days, 
when it was discontinued. No return of the spasmodic affection oceur- 
red. The patient recovered from this attack. 

Case 2.—E. R. J. aged 50, a very near and dear relative of mine, at 
the close of severe pleuritis, was seized with singultus, and for four days 
nothing in the form of food, drink, or medicine, passed the cardiac ori- 
fice of the stomach, without exciting this painful spasmodic action of the 
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stomach and diaphragm. Hr sufferings were so great from ingesta into 
the stomach, that she told me that she would rather do without drink or 
food, than suffer so much torture. As soon as any article entered the 
cardia, a “boring sensation” was produced, and singultus immediately 
commenced. The spasmodic action was continued for a considerable 
length of time, with the greatest distress to her. Day and night, this 
dreadful hiccup sounded in my ears the knell of departing hope. At 
the commencement of this attack I proposed to her vinegar, as a remedy 
which I thought was adapted to her case, and one that promised to beof 
much utility. [stated to her that I had prescribed it in doses of a tea 
spoonful, four or five times a day to an aged man (a case previously al- 
luded to) who had had the disease a fortnight, and that he was relieved 
almost immediately by it. She objected as strongly to taking it as did 
my other patient to the assaietida. Although she was in the habit of 
using Vinegar as a condiment, and was fond of it, she now objected in 
the strongest manner to its use, stating that it would so “sour her sto 
mach that she could not bring herself to take it.” It would be useless 
to enumerate the various articles of the materia medica which I preseri- 
bed in her case; none afforded her the slightest relief—even the appli- 
cation of a large epispastic over the stomach. At the end of the fourth 
day I urged again the vinegar even in very small doses. She now con- 
sented to take it. One large sized tea spoonful of vinegar of a very su- 
perior quality, was added to five tea spoonsful of water, and the medi- 
cine directed to be taken pro re nata. The first dose had a remarkably 
soothing effect upon the stomach, and was the only article that for the 
last four days, had not produced most distressing singultus. The spas- 
modic affection yielded from that hour, and before she had taken three 
tea spoonsful of the vinegar, she was cured. She made a good recovery 
to accustomed health. 

Remarks. 1 have seldom witnessed more unmistakable evidence of 
remedial efficiency than was manifested in these two cases. From the 
first dose of the appropriate remedies, decided improvement took place. 
I have thought the cases worthy of being recorded. It sometimes hap- 
pens that in the treatment of a case, we have exhausted our resources 
and would gladly accept a nail to hang a hope upon. To meet such a 
contingency, I have drawn up the foregoing cases, and present them to 
my medical brethren. They are among the many reminiscences of me- 
dical life to which my mind reverts with gratitude to the Giver of all 
good, for the signal manner with which He has blessed my humble -ef- 
forts for the relief of suffering humanity. 

Wurre Houser, April, 1854. 
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Proceedings of Medical Societies. 


PROCEEDINGS OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


District Medical Society for the County of Burlington.—The stated 
quarterly meeting of this Society was held at Mount Holly, on Tues- 
day, April 11. Inthe absence of the President, Vice President and 
Secretary, Dr. Stratton was called to the Chair, and Dr. Elwell appointed 
Secretary. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and adopted, when Dr. 
Read, who was appointed at the last meeting to open the discussion on 
Puerperal fever, read an essay on the subject, which gave evidence of 
much patient research, and an intimate practical knowledge of the 
disease, as well as of the opinions of medical writers. The thanks of the 
Society were voted to Dr. Read for his able essay, which was laid upon 
the table for discussion. This was carried on profitably, and with good 
feeling, and was participated in by several members. The subject was 
laid over for consideration at the next meeting. 

Drs. 8. C, Thornton, Jr., Geo. Goodell, and E. R. Denby who were 
proposed for membership at the last meeting, were unanimously elected, 
aud Drs. Tracy E. Waller of Columbus, J. Howard Pugh, of Burling- 
ton, Lewis Baily of Lumberton, and E. B. Woolston of Vincentown, 
were proposed for membership. 

Dr. Budd, at the request of the Society, made some statements con- 
cerning a very fatal epidemic of a congestive character, which has re- 
cently prevailed in Medford and vicinity, and was requested to draw up 
an account of it, to be read at the next meeting of the Society. 

On motion, Drs. Spencer of Moorestown, and Butler of Burlington 
vere appointed delegates to the meeting of the American Medical As- 
sociation at St. Louis, on the 2d of May next. 

Members present—Drs. Stratton, Read, Spencer, Woolston, Reid, 
Budd, Martin, Butler, and Elwell. Individuals not members—Drs. 
Pugh, Waller, E. B. Woolston and Mr. Jennings, (student) of Mana- 
hawkin. 

Society adjourned to meet at the house of R. C. Humphrey, Mount 
Holly, on the second Tuesday, (11th) of July next. 


A. ELWELL, Sec. pro tem. 
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District Medical Society for the County of Cumberland.—At the 
Annual Meeting of this Society, the following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: 

Dr. LupiaM, President ; 
E. E. Bateman, Vice-President ; 
J. B. Porrer, Secretary ; 


B. R. Bateman, Treasurer. Tran 

The committee on medicine, medical men, &ec., in the county, Report- Ai 
ed, that they had made considerable progress in the collection of mate- . 
rial, but in the hope of obtaining additional matter, they thought it de. ‘ 
sirable to defer the final report until next meeting. Tran 
Dr. Back made statements in regard to the manner in which the com. at 
mittee had been employed ; of the difficulty of collecting materials fron Pr 
such various and scattered sources ; and that the work had been growing Al 
on their hands; accompanied with a request that the committee be con. 9 tine 
tinued. such 
Dr. Newkirk, the Chairman of the committee on the relation of me HR ints 
dical men to quacks and quackery, made an able report on that subject. lishes 
The calling of the roll for epidemics, exhibited the usual catarrhal FH 4.1; 
affections_during the winter, accompanied, in Bridgeton, with unusual & ,,, }, 
tendency to the throat, ear, and Schneiderian membrane. since 
In Fairfield, hooping cough prevailed, and in some cases was mingled Hi ji.0] 
with the anginose affection. In these instances the hooping sound was Hi jong 
not distinguishable from the ordinary pertussis, but subsided in four ot Ti hone 
five days. Th 
Fifteen well marked cases of Scarlatina occurred in the neighborhood Hi sree 
of Shiloh, two of which proved fatal. Only a few sporadic cases 0¢- Ti yod j 
curred in other parts of the county. siden 
After dinner, the Society convened, and Dr. Tomlinson read the Re Ti yore 
port of the Delegates to the New Jersey State Medical Society. Coun 
Dr. Parker delivered an address upon “the prospects of the Medical Hi pyr 
Profession in the United States.” Th 
Drs. E. Fithian and W. Elmer, were elected delegates to the Ameri- H affor: 
can Medical Ass ciation, and Dr. Newkirk was appointed Reporter for HH its o} 
the following year. dvens 
Present at this meeting, Drs. Bowen, Buck, Eph. Bateman, Sheppard, 7 to pa 
B. R. Bateman, Newkirk, E. E. Bateman, Elmer, Ladlam, Hampton, & on ¢} 
Tomlinson, Parker and Potter. may 


J.B. P., Sey. 
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Bibliographical Notices. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Transactions of the Medical Society of the State A cy, at tts 
Annual Session, held in the City of Philadelph 1853. Pub- 
lished by order of the Society. Philadelphia” T. K. te. G. Collins, 
Printers. pp. 126. 


Transactions of the Medical Association of Southern Central New York, 
at the Seventh Annual Meeting, held at Ithaca, June, 1853. Auburn : 
Printed for the Association, by Wm. L. Moses. pp. 96. 


AtrnouGH the works, whose titles we give above, have been some 
time before the public, we cannot forbear a notice of them, inasmuch as 
such notice falls in with a general plan we have marked out, and as they 
contain much that is valuable, which in the form in which they are pub- 
lished, necessarily has a limited circulation. The works might have been 
noticed earlier, but for the fact that they have only recently come into 
our hands, and in consequence of the overcrowded state of our columns 
since they reached us. We hope our friends, the Secretaries of Me- 
dical Societies, will do us the favor to forward copies of their transac- 
tions, as promptly as possible, that we may notice them for the mutual 
benefit of their Societies, our readers, and the cause of medical science. 

The Medical Sovicty of the State of Pennsylvania met at Sansom 
street Hall, Philadelphia, on Wednesday, May 25th, 1858, and contin- 
ued in session three days. The Society was called to order by the Pre- 
sdent, Dr. Hiram Corson, when Delegates to the number of eighty-seven 
vere received from fourteen counties. Dr. Jonn P. Hresrer of Berks 
County, was elected President for the ensuing year, and Drs. H. 8. 
Parrerson, and I. R. Watxker, recording Secretaries. 

The perusal of the address of the retiring president, Dr. Corson, has 
‘forded us much gratification. It is necessarily somewhat desultory in 
its character, for to use Dr. C’s. own words, the object of an annual ad- 
dress, appears to be “to furnish to the president, who is not expected 
to participate in the discussions, an opportunity to express his thoughts 
om those subjects likely to occupy the attention of the Society, or which 
may seem to him, appropriate topics for consideration.” The whole ad- 
dress is worthy the known character and standing of its eminent au- 
thor, and among our selected articles will be found a lengthy quotation 
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from it, on the use of alcohol in medicine—a subject which has been a 
good deal discussed in the journals of late, but on which we have, as 
yet, said little. We commend his eloquent remarks to the candid con- 
sideration of our readers. The volume is principally taken up with re- 
ports from the county societies, most of which reflect credit on their au- 
thors. The Committee of the Montgomery County Medical Society, 
have the following very sensible remarks on the pibject of Reporte— 


“We do know, that as reports are, not unfrequently, prepared, they are a mere dall, 
dry detail of ordinary diseases, characterized by well-known symptoms, which were 
treated by the ordinary routine methods of the profession, and followed by the usual 
results. As statistical facts, such reports may not be devoid of utility; but then for 
such purposes they are generally not stated with sufficient conciseness for ready use, 
and serve only to swell the already cumbersome mass of medical writings. As also 
confirmatory of well-known facts, such reports may be to a certain extent satisfactory ; 
but we must confess that we cannot see the advantage—whilst the disadvantages are 
80 numerous as not to require mentioning—of occupying many pages merely to de- 
scribe the symptoms, etiology, treatment, and progress of a certain disease, only to ar- 
rive, in the end, at conclusions long since well settled. In such instances, the faets 
might be affirmed in a few words. 

“ If, however, on the contrary, our observations should lead us to conclusions differ- 
ent from those generally known to the profession, or to something entirely new, then, 
and then only, can we see the advantage of giving all the facts, and the reasoning upon 
them, so that the medical community at large may see the manner in which certain 
deductions have been arrived at.” 


From the reports, we gather that there was a general immunity from 
specific diseases in the counties represented, and that the few epidemics 
which did prevail, were mild in their character. Nearly all the re- 
ports give testimony as to the general prevalence of the “ furunculoid 
epidemic,” and the typhoid type that almost all diseases have tended to 
of late years. The most prevalent diseases seem to have been small-por, 
searlatina, measles, typhoid fever, the various types of intermittent dis- 
ease, erysipelas and furunculoid affections. In an admirable paper by J. 
M. Gemmill, M. D., of Alexandria, Huntingdon Co., “On Vaccination, 
Small-Pox, and Varioloid,’ from the detail of a large number of eases, 
Dr. G. draws the following inferences— 

“ First. We may have the vaccine virus, and the smallpox poison, in the same 


seab; hence, the necessity of extreme caution as to the sources whence we obtain 
our virus for vaccination. 


“Seond. They show the antidotal power of the vaccine virus, as to smallpox 
poison. Hence, the importance of universal vaccination. 

“ Tiard. They go to show that lapse of time lessens the protective influence of vac- 
eination ; not so much, however, the length of time, as the period of life at which the 
lapse takes place. It would seem that, from infancy to puberty, the protection is lost 
im proportion to the lapse of time ; as in all the cases of varioloid that oceurred in per 
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sons under the puberic age, the severity of the attack was proportioned to the age of 
the patient. 

“ Fourth. ‘They would favor the opinion that, during the changes which take place 
in the system at the age of puberty, a larger portion of the protection afforded by vac- 
cination is lost than during the same length of time at any other period of life. Hence, 
I would infer the importance of universal revaccination after that period is passed. 

“ Although the facts detailed do not bear so particularly on the point, yet I may re- 
mark, that, in my experience, I have never met with a case of smallpox or varioloid, 
at any time of life, in a person who had been very recently vaccinated. Nor have I 
ever met with any such case in after life in a person vaccinated, or revaccinated, after 
having arrived at maturity. I have always found it afford certain and complete pro- 
tection in all such cases. In my own case, it is twenty-five years since I was revac- 
cinated, and ever since that time, | have been every few years exposed to the small- 
pox contagion, frequently in its most concentrated form, without ever having suffered 
in the slightest degree from its effects. 

“These cases show the great difference which exists as to the degree of susceptibi- 
lity to the influence of smallpox poison amongst different persons. Out of thirty-one 
persons vaccinated, on two successive days, with the same virus, but eight had vario- 
la in anything like a regular form ; eleven had the irregular sore arm; aad in twelve 
no apparent effect was produced. This would seem to indicate, that a wide margin 
should be left for exceptions, in any general rules that may be laid down as to the 
real amount of protection aflorded by vaccination. And we might reasonably suppose, 
that persons who are so peculiarly susceptible to the influence of the variolous conta- 
gion, would much more readily lose a portion of the protection afforded by vaccina- 
tion.” 

The Scarlet Fever that prevailed was generally of a mild type. Dr. 
Carpenter, (Report from Schuylkill Co.) and Dr. F, B. Poley, (Report 
from Montgomery Co.) speak very fayorably of inunction as an adjuvant 
in the treatment of this disease. The latter says, 

“T have frequently seen the great heat of the skin, the itching, and the restlessness 
of the patient, subdued, as if by magic, by rubbing the whole surface of the body with 
warmed bacon. To get the full benefit of this remedy, the patient must be well greased, 
and if the symptoms return, it must be repeated ad libitum.” 

Dr. Carpenter says,— 

“ My chief dependence in this disease, as an internal remedy, is on the solution of 
chlorate of potassa, and hydrochloric acid, as adrink. 1 have never seen so much 
benefit from any medicine, as from this. The dry brown torgue, and foul ulcers, and 
offensive breath, and horrible alvine discharges, are all corrected, with a certainty and 
celerity that are remarkable. Since I have used this remedy, with inunction, I have 
not lost a case of scarlet fever, and I have had many and severe cases to treat.” 

In Hrysipelas one report speaks highly of the tincture of the chloride 
of Tron, used in the manner, we presume, recommended by Mr. G. H. 
Bell, which is as follows: 


“If the erysipelas be mild, fifteen drops of the muriated tincture of iron are adminis- 
tered in water every two hours, untill the disease is completely removed, When the 
attack threatens to be more severe, the dose is increased to twenty five drops every 
two hours, and persevered in mght and day, however high the fever and delirium.” 
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The reporters seem to be almost united in regard to the specific cha- 
racter of Typhoid Fever. Dr. Gieger (Report from Montgomery Co.) 
says. 

“Typhoid fever is, in my opinion, a self-limited disease. It will run its course, which 
is about twenty days’ du:ation, in spite of all treatment—unless the violence of the 
disease, or, what is more frequently the case, the violence of the treatment cuts it 
short, and the life of the patient at the same time, before th“ expiration of this period. 
I look upon it as running a course almost as definite ag smallpox, measles, or scarla- 
tina, and that like those diseases, it finally terminates by eliminating some morbific 
poison from the blood, the nature of which, in our present state of knowledge, is en 
tirely unknown to us.” 

The same unity of opinion prevails in regard to the expectant mode of 
treatment. Bloodletting, and alcoholic stimulants are both pointedly 
condemned by most of the reporters. One writer recommends the use 
ef diluted sulphuric acid in the ordinary drink used, and another, qui- 
nine in combination with nux vomica,—for the purpose of controlling the 
diarrhoea, and calming the nervous system. 

The oil of turpentine employed according to the recommendation of 
Prof. Wood, and Dr. Jackson (of Northumberland), gave general satisfae- 
tion. 

In the treatment of Intermittent Fever, we find the following from Dr. 
Gemmill, (Report from Huntingdon Co.). 

“For the last few seasons, I have chiefly relied on the chinoidine, which I have 
found fully as certain and prompt as the quinine in arresting the paroxysms, and being 
so much lower in price than the quinine, renders it a matter of importance in a com- 
munity where ague so much prevails. In some cases, which could only be kept in 
check for a few days by the chinoidine, the quinine was used with no better effect. | 
make the chinoidine into pills with some bitter vegetable extract, each pill containing 
one grain of chinoidine, and of these I give two every two or three hours during the 
intermission, until from twelve to sixteen are taken, and on the 6th, 13th, and 20th 
days give eight or ten pills in the same way.” 

“ Inveterate Ague, and such cases as have become complicated with diseases of the 
liver and spleen, &c., occur throughout the whole year. In such cases, Dr. Luden has 
found the following the most successful method of administering the quinine: He 
gives the same in connection with the iodide of iron, and so that, while the dose of the 
quinine is daily decreased, that of the iodide of iron is increased. He prescribes these 
two mixtues; R.S. quinie Dii—3j; aque cinnam., syr. aurant. aa f Zii. M. No. 1. 
R. Liq. ferr. iod., aq. destill., t. aurant, aa fZii.M. No.2. The patient takes a table- 
spoonful of No. 1 twice the first day, and once every succeeding day, replenishing the 
vial after each dose from mixture No. 2, until the latter is all used, when he continues 
with the original mixture alone until it is done.” 

Our Pennsylvania brethren have paid much attention to the subject 
of the types of disease as influenced by geological formations. Their 
investigations, however, on this subject, are not yet complete. Dysen- 
tery seemed to prevail, as well, though perhaps not as. generally, in sec- 
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tions whose formation was of the slaty kind, as in limestone regions. On 
this point the report from Huntington Co. says— 


“It remains to add, relative to the influence which different formations of soil may ex- 
ert upon constitution and disease, that last years experience has not thrown any more 
light upon the subject; nothing positive can as yet be stated, and the result of inquiry 
have proved too contradictory. The hilliness of the country, the smallness of the val- 
leys, and the short continuation of the same kind of soil, are obstacles which, as yet, 
have prevented us from arriving at any decided conclusions or important truths in 
that respect.” 


We hope our Pennsylvania friends will push the work of organizing 
County Societies vigorously. There are counties enough in the State for 
two grand medical organizations, one east and one west of the Alleghe- 


nies. In some of the counties, the nuniber of qualified practitioners is, 
at present very small. This fact renders organization the more impor- 
tant. In conversation recently with a medical gentleman residing in one 
of the western counties of the State, he informed us that out of about 
twenty practising physicians in the county, but four are graduates in me- 
dicine ! 


The “ Medical Association of Southern Central New York’ is com- 
posed of nearly one hundred practitioners residing in the counties of 
Tompkins, Cortland, Chemung, Tioga, and Broome, N. Y., with a few 
individuals from adjoining counties in New York and Pennsylvania. 

Their published Transactions which lie before us, evince a commenda- 
ble spirit of harmony among the medical men of that vicinity, and a sin- 
cere desire on their part to advance the cause of medical science. They 
have chosen the most efficient way of doing this. 

The seventh annual meeting was held at Ithaca, on the Ist and 2d of 
June last. A rather novel feature in their proceedings as published, 
consists in their almost exclusive devotion to surgical reports,—the report, 
and a paper on Hay asthma from Chemung Co., with an essay on dis- 
eases incident to California adventurers, being the only ones of a medi- 
cal character in the book. 

Dr. W. ©. Wey of Elmira, mentions an obstinate case of Hay-asthma 
of many years standing, which yielded almost immediately to the follow- 
ing prescription— 

BR Acid. Hydrocyanic. gtt. xxx. 
Mucillag. Acacize f. Zij. 
Fifteen drops to be taken every two hours. 

One item of Dr. J. 8. Briggs’ experience on the overland route to Cali- 

fornia, will serve to illustrate the “many inventions,” which necessity 
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often forces upon men. In the company to which he was attached there 
were several cases of fever of a typhoid character. 


“The patients were conveyed on litters, which are constructed in the following man- 
ner: Two long flexible poles were attached at one end to each side of a pack saddle, 
The other ends were drawn on the ground. Two short poles were made to cross 
these, forming a frame to which the sacking is attached. The patient lay on this di- 
agonally, with his head nearest the mule. The poles diverge so much at their lower 
extremities as not to be easily upset. As the poles are flexible, it forms a somewhat 
easy conveyance for the sick.” 


There is not much of interest in the surgical réports, and yet a few 
items demand a passing notice. In speaking of the diagnosis and treat. 
ment of fractures, Dr. Geo. Burr says, (Report from Broome Co.), 


“ Science, like law, needs a tribunal for the correction of errors, and in our profes. 
sion, he who corrects his own, and improves from the mistakes of others, contri- 
butes materially to his stock of practical knowledge, and enlarges his capacity 
for the successful practice of his profession. In the absence of a legally constituted 
tribunal as a final adjudicator of controverted questions in medicine or surgery, each 
member of the profession must, for himself, by a truthful and frank examination of bis 
own and others’ cases, and by a candid and free interchange of views and practices 
with his professional associates, correct the errors which he may have embraced, or the 
mistaken practices he may have followed.” 


Regarding the amount of attention devoted by Surgeons to cases of 
fracture, Dr. B. has the following. 


“ A popular opinion is somewhat prevalent, that when a broken bone is once ‘set, 
it is all that is necessary on the part of the surgeon. This opinion perhaps, many times 
affects the conduct of the surgeon in the amount of his attentions to the case. It is 
always unpleasant to attend where your visits are considered superfluous, and still 
more so, when you present a reasonable bill for your services, to have its amount de- 
murred to and disputed, on the ground that you came too often, or that you ought to 
have ‘set’ the bone the first time, which was all that was necessary. 

“These matters are, however, much less unpleasant than deformed limbs, or suits 
at law for mal-practice ; and the surgeon must discharge his whole duty, if he under 
takes to do it at all.” 

Dr. Nelson Nivison (Report from Tompkins Co.), details two cases of 
fracture of the cervix femoris within the capsule. The patients were both 
females, one eighty, and the other, sixty-six years of age. 


“In order to produce and maintain the necessary extension, and at the same time 
avoid the annoyance and irritation that any sort of fixed apparatus would necessarily 
produce, I had constructed a moveable doubleinclined plane, the upper plane of 
which corresponded exactly in length to the distance between the popliteal space and 
the tuberosity of the ischium of the sound side. This apparatus being covered with a 
soft pillow, and properly arranged upon the bed, the patient was placed upon it, but 
in no way fastened to it, except that several pins were arranged along each side of the 
apparatus, in such a manner as to prevent any considerable lateral movement of the 
limb. When properly arranged, it was found that the weight of the limb below the 
knee was quite sufficient to make the necessary extension, while counter-extensioa 
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was equally well secured by the upper end of the apparatus resting against the tube- 
rosity of the ischium. Both patients expressed themselves felieved soon after being 
placed upon it. They could sit up in the bed erect, or at ‘any angle, or lie completely 
down at pleasure, and experienced no pain from the movements. Whereas, before 
its application, almost any motion was attended with pain in the seat of the fracture. 
This exemption from pain was no doubt owing to the reasons stated above, that the 
rough fragment of bone was drawn out of contact with the sensitive tissues that before 
had been irritated by it.” 


The result, in both cases, was as perfect a cure as could be expected 
under the circumstances. 

Dr. F. Hyde of Cortlandville (Report from Cortland Co.), has the fol- 
lowing on the subject of fractures of the fore-arm, 


“| have found, that by particular attention to one rule, moré certainty of good re- 
sults may be expected, and the patients saved no inconsiderable amount of discomfort, 
to wit: Before applying the two broad splints, so adjust the graduated compresses 
used for the purpose of keeping apart the two bones, as that they shall not exert the 
same amount of pressure upon the lower part of the arm that they do on on the upper, 
for, ifthey do press equally on the pronator quadratus muscle, which is running trans- 
versely to the bones, the very important principle which we are professing to carry 
out by this modification of the dressing, is more than contradicted. If we reflect as we 
apply our dressing, that the broad muscle of which we have spoken, takes bold of the 
whole lower fifth of the ulna, and a fourth of the radius, ordinarily we cannot but see 
the importance, when our compresees are applied, of not allowing them to extend 
down so far as to allow them to press directly upon this muscle. 

“It is the conviction of the writer, that a rigid observance of this precaution in the 
treatment of all fractures of the forearm, whether near the carpus or not, would not 
ynly ensure a more perfect form of the arm, but would prevent so long a disease of the 
parts about the wrist, as follows the application and continued pressure on the whole 
fength of the member, and most assuredly it would confer more comfort upon the pa- 
tient during the continuance of the dressings.” 

We should judge from the large number of tonsils reported as having 
been removed, that in that section of country there is a perfect mania for 
this species of surgery. The report from Cortland Co. by Dr. C. Green 
f Homer, winds up with the following inferences on the subject of re- 
moval of the tonsils, drawn from a pretty extended experience. 

“|, That, among the indications for the excision of enlarged tonsils, are the tenden- 
cy to frequent attacks of tonsillitis and pharyngitis ; the fear of croup in certain cases ; 
the difficult and exhausting respiration during sleep in young children. 

2. That amputation of the tonsil is vastly preferable to the attempt to reduce the hy- 
petrophy by medicinal treatment. 

3. That re-growth of the tonsil rarely if ever occurs, and that this occurrence is ap- 
parentrather than real, and is often caused by a lobed form of the tonsil. 

1. That the main contra-indications for the amputation, other things being equal, 
are, an inflamed condition of the tonsil, and the hemorrhagic diathesis. 

5. That in hemorrhage after excision, pounded ice, worn in a neck-cloth, applied to 
the throat, is the remedy. 

5. That the results of amputation are gratifying. 


7 Thee this operation is not resorted to with sufficieut frequency.” 
ag 
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Types or MANKIND: or ErHnotoaicaL Researcues, based upon the 
Ancient Monuments, Paintings, Sculptures, and Crania of Races, 
and upon their Natural, Geographical, Philological, and Biblical 
History, illustrated by selections from the inedited papers of 8. G. 
Morton, M.D, &c., and by additional contributions from Prof. \.. 
AcAssis, LL. D., W. Usmer, M. D., and Prof. H. 8. Parrersoy, 
M.D. By J. ©. Nort, M.D., and Groner R. Griippon. Phila- 
delphia: Lippineott, Grambo & Co., 1854. (Royal octavo, pp. lvii 
and 738.) 


In all cases of scientific progress and reform, it unfortunately too often 
happens that the ground has to be cleared of the errors by which it was 
originally pre-oecupied ; and that this cannot be done without some heat 
and excitement. Thus in all advances in religious truth, the iconoclast 
must precede the constructive reformer, and with strong arm and Thor- 
hammer smite the images of the people to pieces, before they can be di- 
vorced from their old superstitions. To attack prejudices hoary with 
mF and venerable for generations,—to assail ruthlessly the opinions 
which have been inculcated into all our minds upon our mother’s knee, 
is a hard task, and generally a thankless one. Always somebody 
has to do it, however, and, in most cases, to suffer for it, that his succes- 
sors may have an opportunity to push onward in the march of science. 
Just so, in the assault of a city; many must perish and fall in the ditch, 
before it is filled, and the army can pass over into the breach and to 
victory. We make these remarks, because we have here such a case of 
Iconoclasm. The authors have aimed to demolish at one blow, doc- 
trines which have been regarded as settled, beyond possibility of cavil, 
by the whole christian world, and which have been doubted by scientific 
men, only of late years. The idea of the original unity of the human 
family, and its descent from a single pair is so interwoven with our en- 
tire education, and enters so eompletely into all our modes of thought and 
feeling, that any assault upon it seems revolutionary in the extreme. 
We have been taught, moreover, to regard it as an essential article in 
our religious faith, and as clearly taught in the Bible. Yet here it is 
boldly and unhesitatingly denied, and alleged to be not even necessarily 
implied in the Scriptures, while it is palpably contradicted by the plainest 
facts of Nature. These assertions are not made blindly and rashly, but 
are advanced with copious arguments in their support, by cautious and 
learned men, who write with the earnestness of deep conviction. That 
they represent the opinion now prevalent among scientific men, has been 
known for some time. To those who have cultivated: natural science, 
their developments will therefore, not be so startling. But upon the 
publie they will come with the suddenness of a thunder-clap. Messrs. 
Nott and Gliddon have assumed the function of Ieonoelasts, and may 


have to share their fate. Their Book will create a great excitement, and | 


they will be unmercifully assailed in various quarters. No men could 
probably be found in our community, better prepared for such a fight, 
and judging from the tone of this book, they will have rather a liking 
for it. 
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We cannot attempt, of course, to give an analysis of this superb vol- 
ume of 790 large royal 8vo pages, a large proportion of which is printed, 
for further condensation, in small type. The reader will find here a very 
fall account of the geographical distribution of races, with their main 
peculiarities of anatomical structure, color, hair, &e. The Craniological 
department of the subject is very thoroughly examined. Many very cu- 
rious facts are brought out, consenting Gs remains of early races, now 
perhaps extinct. One of the most singular, is the evidence given of the 
existence of at least two races in Northern Europe, prior to the Celts and 
Germans, whom the Romans found there. The chapter on Palxontology 
is by Dr. Usher, of Mobile, who insists upon the fact that human bones 
have been found fossilized. In discussing the evidence of the perma- 
nence of types afforded by Archwology, the peculiar learning of Mr. 
(iliddon comes into play. They show, that at a period as remote as that 
generally assigned to Abraham, their existed in the valley of the Nile 
precisely the same races and tribes that are found there now. The 
Scriptural aspect of the question is also discussed by the learned pen of 
Mr. G. 

The contribution of Prof. Agassis is particularly interesting, because 
it is an effort to construct a positive Ethnology in place of the exploded 
hypothesis. It is the view that would ashen suggest itself to a Zool- 
ogist, and consists in classifying the Fauna of various regions, (man in- 
cluded), according to their respective analogies. Thus, Australia is very 
peculiar in its type of animal forms, and its peculiar type of man will be 
found commensurate in extent with those forms. In like manner, the 
Aretic region has its distinctive Fauna, always found in connection with 
its distinctive human type. This idea is illustrated by a beautiful litho- 
graphic chart. It is not fully developed in the present work, but if the 
author can carry it out satisfactorily, he will have the honor of inaugu- 
rating a positive Ethnological science. 

The contribution of Prof. Patterson, is a memoir of the late Samuel 
George Morton, to whose venerated memory the whole book is intended 
tobe a monument. Dr. P. has performed this task evidently with a 
full heart, and has done justice to his illustrious subject. e rejoice 
that the Life of Morton has thus been adequately written. We confess 
that we felt much provoked, when, in a previous publication of the kind, 
we saw the affair of Dr. Backman and the Hybridity controversy evaded 
with a sort of apology as an unpleasant matter. Dr. Morton was very 
illy treated in that whole business, and he defended himself and his po- 
sition with a boldness, calmness, and dignity that may forever serve as 
a model to men of science under like provocation. eare thankful to 
Dr. P., for having put this affair in its true light. 





THe PRESERVATION OF HEALTH with remarks on Constipation, old 
age, use of Alcohol in the Preparation of Medicines. By Joun ©. 
Warren, M. D., &c. Boston: Ticknor, Reed, & Fields, 1854. 
(12 mo. pp. 140). 


Tus is an unpretending little book, but its merits are not to be mea- 


224 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL Norices. [May, 


sured by its size, or its modest appearance. roma, 8 of limited dimen- 
sions, it is as full of practical suggestions, to use a homely comparison, 
“as an egg is full of meat.” Some of the articles contained, have been 
given to the public before. We remember his remarks concerning habit- 
ual costiveness, and the use of cracked wheat as a diet in said affection, 
with great thankfulness, for they have proved of much value to us in 
ytice, The observations on the medicinal use of alcohol, deserve the 
profound attention of all practitioners. Our conviction is, that Alcohol 
is even yet too much used as a menstruum. The tonic tinctures, we would 
be better without, entirely. Neither is there any necessity for the laxa- 
tive tinctures, once so much used. We see no great objection to the use 
of an alcoholic menstruum, where the dose is measured by drops; but we 
would hesitate to give any tincture in repeated doses of 5ss. It bas been 
our rule for years, to use no medicine in this form, the dose of which is 
eae) than af3j. There can be no doubt, that infinite mischief has 
done by the medical prescription of tinctures. The formerly preva- 

lent delusion, that the habitual use of a bitter tincture would prevent 
ague, has sent its thousands to the drunkard’s grave. Let us be no lon- 
ger responsible, for such deplorable results. The counsel of Dr. Warren 
on this subject, is sound and practical, as it is on all others, and we 
therefore, cheerfully recommend his exeellent little book to our readers. 


Ox Raevwatism, Ruevmatic Gout, anp Scratica ; their Patholo- 
gy, Symptoms, and Treatment. By Henny W. Fuuuer, M. D., 
&e. New York: 8. 8S, and W. Wood, 1854. (8vo. pp. 322.) 


To one who feels always, by day and night, the heavy sense of respon- 
sibility that weighs like a leaden load, upon the heart and brain of the 
conscientious practitioner of medicine, it is an inconceivable pleasure to 
find himself in possession of a book which will strengthen his hands 
and give to his curative processes a new extent and power. Such, we 
venture to prophecy, will be the sensation of many in the perusal of this 
work upon a most intricate and confused subject. No other section of 
practical medicine presents, at first sight, the same entangled mass of 
confusions and apparent contradictions, as that which treats of rheuma- 
tism, all arising as we believe, from the loose inaccurate use of terms. 
In fact, medica! men employ the word rheumatism so vaguely, that we 
always decline discussing it with one, until he submits his definition, and 
we can know exactly what he is talking about. It may be a case of 
pure neuralgia, or chronic inflammation of the fibrous tissue, from eold; 
or syphilitic periostitis, or the blood disease, which is rheumatism pro- 

r; or gout, which is its congener. Dr. Fuller, however, is rigid in 
(is definition and clear in his views. His work is full, without redun- 
dance, and learned, without pedantry. The following brief extract wil 
serve as a specimen of his style as well as of the general scope of his 
opinion. 

“Thus it would appear that cold and other external agencies are only 
predisposing and exciting causes of rheumatism, and that the primary, 
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proximate, or essential cause of the disease, is the presence of a morbid 
matter in the blood, generated in the system, as the product of a pecu- 
liar form of mal-assimilation—of vicious metamorphic action. This poi- 
son it is whieh excites the fever, and produces all the pains and local in- 
flammations which are often found associated in an attack of rheuma- 
tism. If the rheumatic virus be present in small quantity only, it may 
cause little more than wandering pains in the limbs, and may scarcely 
induce any perceptible force, whilst if it exist in larger quantities, it 
rarely fails to cause febrile disturbance, and to excite inflammation in 
various parts of the body. In that respect, however, the effects are 
found to vary in different cases. Sometimes, though it cause great feb- 
rile excitement, its local agency may be confined to the production of 
external articular inflammation ; at others, it may fail to produce arthri- 
tis, but may give rise to acute inflammation of the heart; and at others, 
again, carditis may be one only, out of several internal inflammations, 
which it sets up coincidently with extensive articular mischief. More- 
over, there appear good grounds for believing that, as in some cases, it 
gives rise to excessive febrile disturbance for days prior to the accession 
of articular inflammation, and repeatedly, without exciting inflammation 
of the heart ; so, in certain instances, it may excite the peculiar train of 
symptoms whereby rheumatic fever is characterized; without producing, 
from first to last, the slightest concurrent local inflammation, whether 
of the joints or of the heart, or any other organ.” (p. 37.) 

Dr. F. also treats very fully and ably the important topic of the con- 
nexion between rheumatism and heart disease. This portion we cannot 
too cordially commend to the careful perusal and study of our readers. 
We are satisfied that a more thorough knowledge of this subject, and a 
more general attention to the first insidious approaches of cardiac disease, 
would save many a valuable life. 





ELEMENTS OF HumAN Anatomy; General, Descriptive, and Practical. 
By T. G. Ricnarpson, M.D., &e. Philadelphia: Lippincott, Gram- 
bo & Co., 1854. (8 vo. pp. 734.) 


“ ANOTHER text-book? Is there no end to them?” was our first excla- 
mation, on taking up this volume; but, on looking into it, we began to 
perceive that the author did not write altogether without warrant. Our 
turning over of the leaves soon became a deliberate reading, for the style 
is simple, clear and unaffected, and we rose from our task with the con- 
vietion, that Dr. R. is fully justified in offering his book to students of 
medicine, as a reliable and sufficient guide in acquiring a knowledge of 
the difficult branch he teaches. He has endeavored—and successfully, 
we think—to discuss adequately in one treatise, General, Descriptive and 
Practical Anatomy, so that the one volume will suffice. We are not dis- 
posed to contrast it with other text-books on the same branch. “Com- 
parisons are odious,” under most circumstances, and we [avoid them as 
far as possible. Dr. R’s. book is superior to some that are sanctioned by 
our Schools of Anatomy, and inferior in some respects to others, As we 
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have already said, it is an amply-sufficient text-book, and the preceptor 

may confidently place it in the hands of his pupil as such. Its size and 

form are attractive, and it is got up in the very first style of mechanical 
execution. The wood cuts are numerous and elegant, and serve admira- 
bly to illustrate the text. 

A Practical TREATISE ON INFLAMMATION OF THE UTERUS, its Cer- 
viz and appendages, and on its connection with Uterine Disease. By 
James Henry Bennet, M.D. Fourth American, from the third 
and revised London edition. Philadelphia: Blanchard and Lea, 
(8vo. pp. 430.) 


Tuts book has been before the public long enough for the majority of 
ractitioners to have made up their minds concerning it. Its popularity 
is attested by the fact, that it is in constant demand, and has already 
reached a fourth edition. Dr. B. is recognized as their t champion 
by the advocates of certain novel views in uterine we bn and treat- 
ment, concerning which there has been much animated discussion and 
not a little acrimonious controversy, that we should be very sorry to be 
engaged in. He writes like a man who is thoroughly convinced himself, 
is earnestly resolved that he will convince his readers. This feeling 
gives a ne of vehemence to his style, which renders it more pleasant 
reading than most mere dry pathological treatises. 


Lecrurrs on THE Diseases or InrANcy AND OntipHoop. By 
Cuartes West, M. D., &. Philadelphia: Blanchard and Lea, 1854. 
(8vo. pp. 486.) 


Tuts able and instructive work, was first given to the profession in our 
country through the medical Library of Lea & Blanchard. We noticed it 
at the time of its appearance, and have only to add now, that the more 
familiar we have become with it, the higher has it risen in our estima- 
tion. The speedy demand for a second edition, shows how well it has 
been received by the profession. The practitioner will find in its pages 
a remarkably lucid account of the peculiar diseases of infancy, with clear 
and sound practical directions for their treatment. It is one of the books 
that a man instinctively turns to when harassed with the cares and re 
psy ga of practice, knowing that he will find there aid and strength 
or his daily work. 
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EDITORIAL. 


— 


OLD PHYSIC, AND YOUNG PHARMACY. 
A FEW WORDS WITH THE APOTHECARY. 


TuE noise and show of quackery, in these days of patent Elixers and 
Cure-alls, seem to have ensnared our friends of the mortar—and we have 
a few words for them. We hope they will take our counsel kindly, for 
though our prescription may be difficult to compound, and still more 
difficult to take, we feel assured that it is a good one. We do not pre- 
tend to assert that physicians themselves, are just what they ought to 
be; but still we believe, they generally observe a proper etiquette to- 
wards their brethren of Pharmacy. Let us examine our mutual rela- 
tion for a few moments. 

Apothecaries want to sell quack medicines. Doctors say it is a breach 
of fidelity, and an injury to society. Early in the history of medicine 
in this country, the Doctor's shop was the great central point, where 
medicine was prescribed, and procured. It was not the fashion then, 
to write prescriptions, but to prepare the medicine, and administer it to 
the patient ; but as the sun broke out from its early dawn, and began 
to rise higher and higher, shedding light upon the advancing world of 
mind, the doctor began to think that there were two reasons, why he 
should confer upon others the office of preparing medicine, and the ad- 
vantages, resulting from it. Chemistry whispered to him, in his maus- 
ings, that she had been silently busy in the bowels of the earth, and in 
the waters of the great deep, and had discovered some wonderful things. 
He gave assent, and bid her bring them out. She had a strong brother,— 
Pharmacy by name, who came to his other ear, and whispered strange 
and very doubtful truths, about extracts, confections, and various no- 
velties, before untold, and unknown. To this, Old Physic gave his nod of 
assent, “evacuated the principalities’ demanded of him, in a far more amia- 
ble mood than is exhibited by the Czar of Russia, and yielded the territory 
to the young conqueror quietly, both agreeing to aid each other, in the great 
work of healing. In good faith, both go on. Year rolls up against 
year; and as the steep of time becomes more and more rugged, they yet 
hold together, and in mature, vigorous manhood, are accomplishing 
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more—-far more, than they could have anticipated, when the intervening 
quack, without a crown of royalty to deck his brow, or a star of repub- 
licanism to enlighten his path, but with the iron step of a haughty 
usurper, comes in to sever the bond, that had united the old man, 
with his adopted child. Now, what is the issue. The chiid, fired 
with the spirit of “ Young America’’—instead of holding on in good 
faith, to good old custom, attaches himself to the train of the usurper, 
and begins to shout with the multitude, that follow on in his dusty 
train. Quack medicines must be sold,-and I will sell them. They 
must be sold, because they will be bought, and I will have the buyers. 
This is the logic—it is the logic of the day—and Young Pharmacy 
dresses himself up in gold, and glitter, shows himself at the corners of 
the streets, in significant characters, his pockets, “drawers” and all, 
stored with the spoils of the aggressor, and offers them to the passing 
crowd. 

He has left his first estate. He has become a caterer to a morbid 
moral taste,—a taste for the unreal. He must live,—this is the reason. 
He is not the author of the morbid desire for quackery. But, to accom- 
modate the public, he will supply the demand created by it, as the jew- 
eller supplies useless trifles, and trinkets, which are equally the crea 
tures of an idle and corrupt taste. But where is Old Physie now? He 
is still in the line of his duty. He has kept to his contract. He does 
not sell even the medicine he has prescribed. Not because he cantiot, 
but because he has said, bona fide, he would not. He sends his prescription 
to the apothecary, who furnishes the medicine “ carefully compounded,” 
and neatly put up, for a consideration. All right. Is there no reciprocal 
consideration, due the physician under these circumstances? Young 
Pharmacy opines not, if its return is in any way to interfere with money 
getting, not bearing in mind, that the physician has forfeited all claim 
to this end, by refusing to dispense the medicine himself. Pharmacy is 
the child of Physic. I. is so in a two-fold sense. First by age, and 
second, by patronage. The business of prescribing belongs to the Pa- 
rent, that of compounding, to the child. 

A physician is in attendance upon a patient. He does not recover as 
rapidly as either party could desire. But such is the nature of the case. 
Perhaps it is phthisis, from which he cannot recover. He wants to try 
Jayne's, or Swaim’s, or somebody’s expectorant. The doctor objects. 
The patient sends to the apothecary to know what is good for consump- 
tion. He is shown a bottle, on which is labelled, what the manufac- 
turer, and vender, and consumer, all know to be a falsity—an. infallible 
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cure for an incurable malady. A dollar pays for it, and it is purchased. 
The patient is wronged out of his dollar, and the apothecary keeps his 
share, while the judgment of the physician is set at defiance. But all is 
forgotten when the poor sufferer dies, except the maxim, which it be- 
hooves all to remember—that the way of trade is, in many instances, 
the way of death. This is one difficulty. Here is another. Undue 
confidence is imparted to the manufacturer of quack medicine. Those 
who sell, indirectly sanction the whole system of quackery, and sustain 
a patented pharmacy, in opposition to their own recognized system. The 
physician is responsible for his prescription, it being certified by sig- 
nature, and date. If it does harm, he is accountable. The apothecary, 
by selling a secret medicine, promising to cure, shares in the responsibi- 
lity, if a cure is not effected. 7 

Take for example, “worm medicine.” It is a curious fact, that if a 
child is a little unwell, the careful mother, and knowing nurse, almost 
invariably diagnosticate worms. It picks its nose, loses its appetite perhaps; 
and a variety of other symptoms present themselves, till, (it being a simple 
case, not requiring the advice of a physician), the apothecary is consulted, 
and Hobensack, or Fahnestock, or some other representative of the school 
of patented pharmacy, is offered in the form of a vermifuge, which will 
eject the worms if there are any, either whole or in pieces, and if not, pro- 
tect thesystemagainst them. The medicine is purchased, and administered. 
The bowels are actively purged, and violent disease is induced. Who is 
responsible? We will not answer. This is no picture. It is a living 
fact. We know that a large number of cases of sickness in children, 
to which the physician is called, particularly in the country, unless it be 
some sudden illness, have been previously treated by the family for 
worms ; and we are satisfied from no very limited experience, that these 
“worm medicines,” compounded by the covetous, patented by the igno- 
rant, sold with promises, and used by the over-credulous, are often the 
cause of serious mischief. Such mischief, under the treatment of a phy- 
sician, would subject him to a charge of mal-practive. But as it is done, 
by a counterfeit, with the noise of “‘ sounding brass, and tinkling cym- 
bal,” the perpetrator escapes unwhipt of justice. 

We know right well, that should the profession of medicine return to 
the “doctor shop” of olden time, our pharmaceutical brethren would feel 
like bringing their cantharides to bite at our wandering feet, and perhaps 
with justice. May we not say to them, that they perhaps need a gentle 
sedative, a cooling draught ;—mixed it may be, with a moderate aperi- 

30 
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ent, to carry off unwholesome deposits, that have already defiled the body 
social ! 

Take our prescription, and we think it will do you good. Your si- 
ence is a noble one—and it is distinct. But so far as practical pharms. 
codynamic is concerned, leave it in the hands of the physician, and he 
will do you all the honor you may claim at his hands. 


OAS ee 


PRIVATE PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION. 


Now that the winter courses of lectures are over, and the professors are 
resting temporarily from their arduous labors, and the majority of students 
have returned to their homes, the real wants of the claimants for the docto- 
rate, may be better known, and understood, by an inquiry into the causes, 
that induce so large a number of diligent students to continue in the 
city during the summer months. A few moments may be profitably 
spent in pursuing this subject. The vast resources of our profession, 
and its collaterals, afford a wide field for the enterprising and indus. 
trious student; as do the wonderful openings of new, and produc 
tive territories, the uprising of young cities, and the rapid increas 
of population, offer facilities for success, and renown. If the latter 
may be gained, the former must be studied, and used. This is 
doubtless the motive power, that impels the student of medicine to 
unwearied effort in all branches of the profession. By the present 
arrangement of our Colleges, it is impossible to embrace, im the 
few months devoted to lectures, all the branches necessary to be taught, 
and while we would not complain of the shortness of the lecture terms, 
believing, that in some instances, they are quite long enough for both 
professor and pupils, we are glad to know, that the branches not 
taught in the Schools, are pursued during the summer; thus affording 
an opportunity for improvement, perhaps far better, than could be ob- 
tained from a College course, when we consider how the lectures are 
of necessity multiplied, and the time of the pupil for private study, erowd- 
ed into the night. We refer to the following branches :— Pharmacy, 3 
an adjuvant to Materia Medica, is essential to the country practitioner, 
especially, and yet he cannot study it as a science, much less obtain s 
practical knowledge of it, in the College course of instruction. It could 
be taught perhaps, but im this day of telegraphic dispatch, first course 
students especially, hurried as they are with zeal, have not the time to 
spend. They come to attend to the great principles of medicine, and 
not these minor matters; and they have no disposition to see the regular 
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course of instruction interrupted by attention tothem. This must be left 
to the listeners, who alone, are willing to scale the mount, by steady, and 
persevering effort. So with the important lessons to be learned by practi- 
cal instruction in Auscultation, and Percussion. If a graduating class was 
to consume the valuable time of the freshmen in the ranks, by gaining 
experimental knowledge under the direction of the professor, in the lec- 
ture room, or hospital ward, the moral sense of the multitude would 
be offended, and the murmur of dissatisfaction heard through their ranks. 
The same may be said of all other branches of practical instruction, ne- 
cessarily and properly excluded from the public lecture room. We will 
enumerate some of them. 

Practical Bandaging, cannot be learned, by listening to a didactic dis- 
course about it, or seeing it practiced, though its principles may be 
plainly elucidated, The theory, wrapped up in a man’s brain, will not 
retain a fractured bone in situ, or restore a solution of continuity, any 
where. Manual exercise and experience are required, to remove fear, 
and embarrassment, from the young surgeon, in his early operations; 
hence he needs practice, to ensure him confidence, and certain success. 
Surgical Anatomy, and surgical operations, are, to a certain extent, pre- 
sented during the regular course; but there cannot be that dexterity, 
and particularity imparted, that may be gained by special practical instruc- 
tion. Midwifery is another branch, perhaps, in importance excelling 
sll others, with reference to manual experience, and yet, neglected of 
necessity, in connection with collegiate instruction. 

Having made these suggestions, by way of calling attention to the de- 
ficiency in medical instruction, a deficiency which many have been com- 
pelled to feel, but which is now more amply compensated for, than at 
any former period, it gives us pleasure to state, that a goodly number of 
young men, are continuing in our cities, pursuing these several branches, 
under the direction of gentlemen, who are conferring upon the public, 
through their small, but attentive private classes, an amount of benefit, 
that cannot be estimated. Their labors are modest, and perhaps not suffi- 
ciently appreciated, but they are bringing out the material that has been 
manufactured at the Colleges, and putting it to work. They are adding 
experience, to knowledge, while the pupil, armed with both, is enabled 
to go forth to his field of duty, prepared to endure its conflicts. 


- ~~~ LPL Le 


&@ Bullock and Crenshaw's priced Catalogue, which is bound up with the present 
number ofthe Rerorrer, our readers will find very useful for reference. J may be 
separated and preserved, when the work is bound. 


EDITORIAL. 


“BLACK LISTS.” 


It will be seen by the following resolutions of the Medical Society of 
the city of Reading, and the county of Berks, that they have taken very 
efficient action in regard to that numerous class of persons who patronize 
physicians without making them any just remuneration for their time 
and labor. If medical men connected with all our organizations would 
act wnited/y in this matter, our profession would receive just remuner 
tion for their services, and, at the same time, roll the burden of non-paying 
patients upon the shoulders of outsiders. And yet we can assure the 
public, that the physician is ever ready to respond, night or day, to calls 
for his services without remuneration, where poverty is a trxe plea, Of 
the poor, it has been truly said, there are three classes—“The Lord's 
poor, the devil’s poor, and poor devils!’ We need not explain the 
difference between them, as it is very evident. The first will always be 
attended gratuitously, and unremxtingly, by the true physician. The 
Lord is their paymaster. The second must and will be attended; perhaps 
not so cheerfully as the first, as the evil one is often their paymaster. 
And as to the last, who have no paymaster, we presume the physician is 
justified in getting out of them what he caa! 


Reaprna, April 21st, 1854. 
Dr. 8. W. Burter— Dear Sir :— By a resolution of the “ Medical 
Society of the City of Reading and County of Berks,” in the state of 
Pennsylvania, the undersigned was directed to forward to you, with s 
request for their publication in the Rerorrer, the subjoined resolutions 
which were unanimously adopted at a stated meeting of the Society, held 
April 5th, 1854: 


Resolved, That the members of this Society communicate the names of 
patients who are upon their black list, and who remove without having 
them erased by miaking payment, to the Corresponding Secretary of this 
Society, along with an accurate designation of the place to which such 
persons have removed. 


Resolved, That the Corresponding rine! of this Society shall 


transmit the names of such delinquents to the Corresponding Secretary 
of the Society into whose circuit such removal shall have been made, and 
request said Society to make similar returns. 


Yours respectfully, 
Martin Luruer, 
Ree. Sec. of the Med. Soe. of the City of Reading and Co. of Berks. 
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sa We are happy to see, by Ahe following Circular of the Standing 
Committee of the Medical Society of New Jersey, that they have entered 
upon their labors with zeal, and a determination to accomplish some- 
thing. We hope they will receive the hearty cotperation of the district 
reporters, and the profession generally. 


CIRCULAR OF STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE MED. SOC. OF N. J. 


It is a principal purpose in the appointment of a standing committee 
by the Medical Society of New Jersey, to have brought into one general 
view, at regularly returning periods, the results derived from observa- 
tion and experience throughout the State. Among other duties, the 
committee are required to report, at each anniversary meeting, concerning 
“the general state of health of the citizens of New Jersey during the 
preceding year, the causes, nature, and eure of epidemics (if any have 
prevailed) in any part of the State, curious medical facts, discoveries, 
and remarkable cases that may have come to their knowledge.” 

It is obvious, that for the proper discharge of this duty, the aid and 
coiperation of district reporters will be quite indispensable ; and this the 
more 80, as, according to the present plan of appointment, all the mem- 
bers of the committee are taken from one and the same vicinity. The 
necessity in question would appear to be met by the provision of the 
Society, that each of the district societies shall appoint a reporter, who 
shall be required to furnish the standing committee, at stated periods, 
with all the information that may present, upon the subjects before 
mentioned. But, from some cause, or causes, the provision thus made 
has failed to produce the expected effect. The committee have repeatedly 
had to report, that but few of the districts had been heard from, and in 
consequence, instead of the full and comprehensive view which was con- 
templated, and required, by the Society, an imperfect one only, could 
possibly be furnished. 

It is supposed, that the failure just noticed may generally be owing, 
not so much to a lack of regard to the interests of the profession, or the 
requirements of the Society, as to a want of seasonable care in collecting 
the needed material; that the duty which each one designs to perform, 
and desires to perform in the best manner, is frequently found im- 
practicable when the period for it arrives. But, whatever may be the 
reason, it is certain, that the failure is so frequent, and so general, as to 
be a source of serious embarrassment ; and, to guard against it in future, 
so far as they may, the present committee have deemed it proper to issue 
to the reporters this early appeal. 

The medical reputation of New Jersey must not be suffered to fail. 
The facility of correspondence throughout the State, its advantages in an 
easy intercourse with the principal seats of medical literature, and the 
actual character of the profession within its limits, give ground for a 
demand for high contributions to medical science. To answer such a 
demand, the phi of the Society, calling for regular and full reports from 


every portion of the State, has been well devised; and nothing seems 
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wanting but timely ani earnest attention, on the part of each one, to the 
duty that may have devolved upon him. 


Isaac 8S. MuLFrorp, 
Bb. Henpry, Standing Committee. 
Ricu’p M. Coopsr, 


Campen, N. J., April 5th, 1854. 


CALL FOR A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MED, SOCIETY OF N. JERSEY 


Just as our last forms are going to press, we are in receipt of the 
Proceedings of the District Medical Suciety for the County of Mercer, 
from which we quote the following. “ 

“A resolution was passed, recommending the Medical Society of New Jersey to 
hold a special meeting ia May or June next. The Society considered the amount of 
unfinished business, aad alterations in the medical lawe of the State, made during the 
last session of the Legislature without the knowledge of the State Society, of sufficient 
importance to require a meeting.” 

We would commend the recommendation of the Mercer Society, to the 
attention of our readers. There was something said at the annual meet- 
ing of the State Society in regard to the propriety of a special meeting, 
and it met with no serious opposition. If a special meeting is called we 
hope the objects will be fully set forth in the call. 

Delegates to the last meeting, would still hold office according to the 
by-laws, unless new ones have been appointed since that time. 

Section 5th of the by-laws reads as follows— 

“The President, or, in case of his absence or inability, the first, second, or third Vice 
President, in numerical order, is authorized to call special meetings, when applied to 
by any four of the members, two of whom shall be members of different District Soci- 


eties, and cause notice thereof to be given by the Secretary at least twenty days pre 
vious to the meeting, and published in five of the newspapers of this State.” 


PAA AAAAAL LALA AAA A 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


Tus body meets at St. Louis on the second of this month. The plea- 
santness of the season, and the prevalence of general health, as well as 
interest in the proceedings, will combine to make the meeting a large 
and interesting one. We have made arrangements for a special report 
of the proceedings, which will undoubtedly reach us in season for the 
June number. 

sa We are reluctantly compelled once more to postpone the publica- 
tion of the promised portrait of Dr. Stevens, and with it the fourth of 
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the series of articles on the American Medical Association. The whole 
is ready, and will appear in the June number. There are good and sufii- 
cient reasons for the delay, which would satisfy our readers, could we de- 
tail them. 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 


The People’s Gazette. This publication, which was started as a “ People’s Medical 
Gazette” has, we perceive, become a monthly “Medical, Scientific and Literary Maga- 
zine,” and is still edited by its originator, Dr. Jonny Davis. Physicians are very apt, 
when they forsake their legitimate calling and dabble in general literature, to have 
their mental vision blinded by 1aterest, and cater for popularity by abusing their pro- 
fession ; for singularly enough, there is scarcely anything that is enjoyed more by the 
public, than a joke however stale it may. be, at the expense of the medical profession. 
We trust Dr. Davis will guard against thie propensity. He may, in bis present posi- 
ton be able to serve the cause of medicine, and therefore the cause of humanity, and 
we hope he will embrace every opportunity of doing so. We wish him success. 

The Gazette is published by T. Moore Knox, at Abbeville, 8.C. Terms—ons po- 
LAR per annum. 

On the subject of Priority in the Medication of the Larynz and Trachea, by Horace 
Green, M.D. (Republished from the American Medical Monthly for April.) Solo 
mon, who “ spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the hye 
sop that springeth out of the wall?” who “spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of 
creeping things, and of fishes”—and who “spake three thousand proverbs, and his 
songs were a thousand and five,” has left on record this remarkable saying: “ There 
is no new thing under the sun. Is there anything, whereof it may be said, ‘See, this 
is new ? it bath been already of old time, which was before us.” 

We do not remember to have seen in Abbott's Egyptian Collection in New York, 
anything like Dr. Green's tongue spatula and probang for introduction into the larynx. 
Dr. Abbott, in his Egyptian researches, surely forgot to look for those instruments. 
We recommend the New York Academy of Medicine to send their “ancien secreta:re,” 
Dr. John G. Adams, on a pilgrimage to see if he cannot discover something of the kind! 
No doubt he would succeed, as he seems to be very anxious to deprive a country- 
man of the credit of introducing a mode of medication, which experience has shown 
to be beneficial to mankind. We are not deeply versed in the natural history of the 
“New York Cliques,” and know not to which the two men named above belong, or 
how Dr. G's, paper is received by the profession of that city; but we think he has es 
tablished his claim to priority beyond a cavil, and hope Dr. Adams, “encien secretaire,” 
&e., will turn his attention to something else than claiming for foreigners, what justly 
belongs to our own physicians. We have little doubt from what we have heard, that 
De. Green has abused his specialty—and thrust his probang into throats, when he 
might as well have thrust it into any other opening of the body, to reach the disease 
of the patient: yet there is no doubt but his peculiar mode of applying nitrate of silver 
to the larynx, is ofien useful and proper. We presume much of the opposition to Dr. 
Green's claim, arises from the abuse spoken of. We hope we shall never discover 
anything—we would gain nothing by it but trouble and vexation, while mankind 
would lose nothing, as it would soon be proved that we had been anticipated in it by 
others, 
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Annuals of Science ; being a record of Inventions and Improvements im applied science 
enclucde the Transactions of the Cleaveland Academy of Natural Sciences. Conducted 
by Hamicron L. Surrn, A. M., Cleaveland, Ohio: monthly; twenty eight large pages 
—one dollar a year. We heartily comnfend this excellent publication to our scientific 
readers. A work whose objects and aims are so good, should receive a hearty support 
from the medical profession. The following table of contents of the April number, 
will show the character of the publication. Stracture of the Liver—Artificial propa- 
gation of Salmon—Manufacture of Iron for Ship-building—Sulph. of Lime in Agricul 
ture—on amorphous phosphorous—on the mixture of homogeneous colors—on deep 
sea-soundings—Arctic discovery—Natural printing process—Standard of Length and 
weight—examination of deep sea scundings—Pnotographic delineation of microsco. 
pic objects—Angle of aperture in Microscopes—Proceedings of the Cleaveland Aca 
demy—on the Vanessa furcillata of Say—New fish, Alburnus acutas, Lap—The 
ocean, its origin and phenomena—Dark ring of Saturn—Mosses in the vicinity of 
Cleaveland—Un the physiological eflects of Coflee—New metal, Alaminum—Che 
mistry of Peotography—The Polar regions—Arctic regions—New Planet—Photogra- 
phic printing—New Comet. 

Sa The March number has not come to hand. Please forward. 


History of the Epidemic Yellow Fever at New Orleans in 1853: By E. D. Faevus, 
M. D., &c., &c.. New York, Hall, Clayton § Co., 46 Pine street. 

This is a valuable publication. Histories of epidemics are medical histories of 
the times. We propose as soon as we can, to avail ourselves of this work in giving 
our readers an outline of the history of the terrible scourge which visited our southera 
borders the past year. 


MISCELLANY. 


Tue ship Tonawanda recently arrived at Philadelphia, from Liverpool, having lost 
about fifty passengers out of nearly 700, by the Cholera. The disease broke out afer 
the vessel had been at sea a few days, and ceased entirely on approaching some Icebergs 
which were encountered on the passage. 


A free colored woman recently died at the City Hospital in Mobile, aged 146 years! 
Within a few days three colored people have died in this city, (Burlington, N. J.,) at 
the age of between 95 and 100. 


The Geneva Medical College having been reorganized, will commence its first ses 
sion of sixteen weeks, on the 4th of Oct. next. The Faculty consists of James Havxey, 
M. D., and James Wenster, M. D. Emeritus Professors. Witiam Sweetzer, M. D., 
Institutes and Practice of Medicine, Taos. Rusu Srencer, M. D., Mat. Medica, and 
Gen. Pathology, Jor: E. Hawrey, M. D., Principles and Practice of Sargery, Cmas. 
Ar. A. Bowen, M.D. Anatomy ane Physiology, Jonny Fowxer, A. M., Chemistry and 
Pharmacy, and Freveric Hyp, M. D., Obstetrics, Diseases of Women and Children, 
and Medical Jurisprudence. 


The bill appropriating $100,000 to the discoverer of Anresthesia, passed the United 
States Senate, on Wedaesday, April 1%h. To the claimants named in our March 
number we have now to add the late Dr. Samuel Guthrie, who, it is claimed, made 
the discovery in 1831, and Dr. Dickson. 
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NECROLOGICAL RECORD. 


Diep, in Fairham, Mass., March Sth, De. Joun V. Mutter. Dr. M’s. death was 


ory caused by a dissecting wound. He had just completed the course of lectures in Boston. 
2 — In Brooklyn, suddenly, March 9h, Da. Paraicx H. Moris, an Alderman of 

propa. ; 

A gricol the fifth Ward of New York. 

ile — On the evening of Feb. 14th at his residence, near Readingion, N. J., Dr. Jo 

rth and sian QuimBy, aged 61 years. 

eae —— In Boston, March 18th, Dr. Gro. C. Suarrock, in the 7ist year'of his age. His 

sd ‘tin disease was, an affection of the heart. Dr. S. was a man of great professional and per- 

.—The sonal worth, a liberal patron of his Alma Mater, Dartmouth College and of Harvard 

nity of University, to which he recently gave a donation of $15,000 for the purpose of estab- 


lishing a Professorship. 


—Che 
—— In Paris, March 23d, the distinguished surgeon Rovx, in his 74th year. 
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ECLECTIC AND SUMMARY DEPARTMENT. 


ON THE USE OF ALCOHOL IN MEDICINE. 

I have already wearied you with this long and too uninteresting address; but I 
would hide my face in shame; memory would hereafter be to me a curse, if I should 
permit this occasion to pass without calling your attention to a subject which, as the 
conservators of the public health, as scientific physicians and honest men, we are 
bound to examine. I allude to the use, by medical men, of alcoholic drinks. Look at 
our county reports; see what interest is manifested to ascertain the causes of diseases, 
Malaria, variations of temperature, droaght and moisture, geological formations, south- 
ern exposures, filth and poverty, and other minor causes are brought forward; but 
how insignificant do they al! appear, when contrasted with that cause which, “ defying 


it after all competition and comparison, stands alone in its acknowledged and detestable 
cobergs supremacy.” The miasmata that produce fever are active but for a few weeks, cannot 
rise above the neighboring hill, and may be hemmed in by the smallest rivulet. The 

years! malignant dysentery that skirts along the gravelly slope, leaving death in its path, has 
J.) at not power, if we believe your reports, to taint the air that sweeps the neighboring 
limestone valley. The east wind that comes laden with cold and moisture, and causes 

able a thousand mothers to start from their beds, as they hear the croupy cough of their 
little ones, gives way ere to-morrow’s noon to the genial breeze of the south, or the 

ny healthful northern blast ; while filth and poverty, sufficient to form a nidus for disease, 
ie scarcely hold a place even in our most crowded cities. But this pet of ours, which 

he we introduce to all classes of human society by our example, which we force into 
at every house by our precepts, rides over hill and mountain, sweeps every glen and 

hers valley, with a poison as fatal on the summits of the Alleghanies or the peaks of the 
Cordilleras as in the lowest, filthiest marsh of our country. It laughs to scorn the san- 

itary measures devised by physicians to arrest the spread of cholera, and, filling the 

Jnited blood with corruption, presents to the Eastern scourge thousands of helpless victims, 
March It is operative in every sea—exerts its pestiferous influence as certainly among the 
made dwellers in the regions of eternal frost as wpon the wandering Arab, amid Sahara's 


“ shrubless hills of sand,” or on the luxurious grandee, whose home is amid the orange 
$1 
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groves of the Queen of the Antilles. It respects neither age, nor sex, nor occupation 
—regards neither wealth, nor honor, nor place. The high, the low, the rich, the poor, 
are all stricken, and fall upon every side of us, and yet with their last br ath they suck 
in its poisonous vapor and cherish it as their last, best hope of life. How is this? Are 
we responsible for this state of things? We are. It is proved beyond cavil, that typhus 
fever and cholera are propagated by filth and rendered harmless through cleanliness. 
How important this diseovery—who can calculate the advantage to Philadelphia of the 
sanitary measures directed by physicians, during the late visit of cholera, to this city. 
They snatched from its grasp all but the intemperate. Could the physicians of this 
city be considered honorable men, if, knowing the means to avert a wide spread and 

° malignant epidemic, they should fail to urge their adoption, in the earnest language of 
mea anxious for the welfare of their fellows? Assuredly not. 

What is our position before the world in relation to the use of intoxicating drinks! 
We profess to a knowledge of the laws of health, to know what is useful and what in 
Jurious to the bealihy huimaa system ; and with great gravily and much show of anxiety 
for the welfare of others, descant upon the injurious tendency of coflee and tea, expo. 
sure to night air, thin clothing, certain kinds of food, &c., &c.; but at the same time we 
make daily use of alcoholic drinks as a beverage for ourselves; we recommend thew, 
on many cccasions, to our friends; we offer ihem to those who socially visit us; we 
invite the students to our sovial parties, and, regardless of their parents’ agony, * put 
the boitie ‘to their mouths, and make them drunken.” Nor do we stop here. The 
professor teaches that it is a valuable remedy for diseayve. The ,raduate passes into 
the communsity—aand, in dysentery, typhoid and typhus fever, cholera, and many other 
diseases, and in every phase of real or apparent weak »P ibes it for his patient; 
thus, not only fostering that fierce appetite for alcohol. that ceases only with death, but 
impressing the community with the belief that alcoholie drinks are absolutely essential 
to the preservation of health and the cure of disease. What can moral suasion do! 
What can the Maine Law effect in opposition to such a sentiment among the maxees, 
founded, sustained, and encouraged by the voice of the medical professioa? Our po- 

+ sition should be, that aleobolic drinks are iajurious to the healthy human system, never 
necessary as a preventive of disease, nor absolutely essential to its treatment. Is there 
a disease of the heart, the head, the lungs, the liver, or the kidneys, that has not been 
produced, # thousand times, by alcoholic drinks? Is there a single one of those dix 
eases which demands their use as a remedy ! 

Dr. Edwa:d H. Barton, in his sanitary report of New Orleans, made to the American 
Medical Association, says: “ I have received an official document from G. W. Powell 
Esq., G. W. Patriarch of the Sons.of Temperance in this city, exhibiting the mortality 
among the members of that body during the last two most fatal years known to this 
city, when it has beea scourged by the combined influence of yellow fever and cholera, 
with aa acknowledged mortality from them of 5653. Of the 2427 members there have 
died, in two years, but twenty nine, or one in 8341. This most valuable report goes 
on farther to state in detail, that of this mortality, eight died of yellow fever, and only 
two of cholera ; that one-third of those were transient brethren visiting for their health; 
and, moreover, that nine-teaths of all those members were of that very age (from twenty 
to forty) most subject to the malign influence of this climate.” _ He farther says: “ My 
second proof, bearing on this subject, is the influence of climate upon that sex who 
are proverbially temperate everywhere. Of the large mortality by yellow fever doring 
the last eight years but about ovpe-seventh was females. But there is another proof. 
Incarceration in prison most fully protects the inmates; this it does by controlling their 
habits. In Mexico, the same immunity occurred with those incarcerated during the 
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prevalence of cholera—and, from the same cause, scarcely a case occurred, among 
the temperate, in its preseat visitation in New Orleans.” Doctor Hosack, too, has 
said, that, “in consequence of the habitual temperance of the Society of Friends, one- 
half of the members live to the age of forty-nine, and one in ten lives to be eighty: 
whereas the average of human life is only thirtythree, and not more than one in forty 
lives to be eighty.” The injurious effects of spirituous liquors have long been known. 
Trotter wrote, that of a/l the evils of human life, no cause of disease has so wide a ranges 
or 80 large a shave as the use of spirituous liquors. Willan declared that the use of those 
liquors, in large cities, produced more disease than confined air, hol. erhalations, 
and the combined influence of all other evils. Paris said that ardent spirits produce more 
than half of all chronie diseases. Munro asserted, that a man had no more need of 
ardent spirits than a cow or a horse; and Kirk, that fifteen out of twenty cases of liver 
plaint were d by them. Every writer, on the di of tropical climates, 
testifies to their injurious effects, and Prof. Chapman affirmed, that the evils of using 
them are so great, that the emptying of Pandora’s box was but the type of what had 
been experienced by the diffusion of those liquors among the human species. Such 
are the opinions of men, eminent in our profession, and their testimony finds a response 
in the breast of every physician; and yet we act as though alcoholic drinks were not 
causes of disease, but preventives of sickness, and valuable remedial agents. In 
nearly every part of our country, alcoholic liquors are freely prescribed, not only in 
low fevers and malignant dysenteries, but in convalesence from any severe disease, 
and in weakened conditions of the system. By the report of the auditors of the Block- 
ley Almshouse for 1950, we are told that they used im the medical department 725 gal- 
lons of wine, 468 gallons of brandy, 248 gallons of alcohol, 15,840 bottles of porter, 
and nearly $3,000 of drugs and medicines. The inmates averaged 1.813 per month. 
ht would be satisfactory and useful to us to know in what diseases, and uuder what 
conditions this large amouat of spiritaous Jiquors was used. During the last winter | 
beard a professor of midwifery, while lecturing to his large class, on the subject of 
flooding, urge upon them, in every case where they expected to be called, and had 
reason to apprehend flooding, to have a bottle of brandy provided, and ready in the# 
house of the patient. Now, when we know how many valuable people have been 
made drunkards by brandy and wine, wine bitters, tinctures, wine and egg prescribed 
for weakness and indigestion, as well as by the stimulants used in convalesence; and 
above all, by those used under the belief that they are valuable to prevent and cure 
disease, we ought, surely, to prescribe them with the greatest .aution, and never, tf a stb- 
aitute can be found. Are they useful in the diseases noticed in our reports? Dr. 
Baskin, of Mercer County, in his report on epidemics, thinks them decidedly injurious 
ia typhoid fever, and says: “ When death from prostration was feared, quinine and 
carb. ammonia in animal broths were much better.” But Dr. De Leassure, of the same 
place, gave brandy very liberally. Dr. Brodie, in thirty-three cases of typhus fever, 
which occurred in Detroit in 1851, treated them all on the antiphlogistic plan, and never, 
until convalesence had commenced, gave any alcoholic stimulants. He lust but one cuse. 
Why did he use the alcohol after they began to get well? Would not the improve- 
ment have continued, or some tonics have been sufficient * The committee reporting’ 
for Kentucky and Tennessee, says: “It is difficult to select the time in dysentery for 
administering diffusible stimulants, but when other medicines had been pushed as far 
&s would do, we used camphor water, brandy and water, &c., but preferred the cam- 
phor water mixture in small doses.” Dr. Ferriar, of Mississippi, speaking of the treat- 
meat of typhoid fever, says : “ In depressed conditions of the system, I gave serpentaria, 
wine-whey, vol. alkali, or brandytoddy. In most cases the serpentaria, vol. alkali, or 
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wine-whey will best fulfil the intentions.” Is there a man present who believes them 
absolutely essential to the treatment of any disease? Can they, in typhoid fever, be 
used in that condition of the system in which Jackson, of Northumberland, and Prof 
Wood speek of turpentine, as almost a specific? In other diseases, where stimulanty 
are indicated, will not turpentine, capsicum, ammonia, camphor, serpentaria, or ether 
answer! In convalescence have we anything better than the tonics and aromatics! 
Will brandy stop a flooding as certainly as ergot and sugar of lead ; and, when arrested, 
will not tonics and food be more useful to the exhausted patient than alcohol? Think, 
gentlemen, of five hundred young physicians being annually sent from this city, to the 
various States of the Union, to practice their profession, placing the brandy-bottle in 
thousands and tens of thousands of houses as a remedy against flooding. Who can 

leulate the mischief that they will produce? It were better for mankind had they 
never been born. But we have some authority for believing we should cease to pre 
scribe intoxicating drinks. Dr. Chapman, in his Materia Medica, says: “ It is the sa 
cred duty of every one exercising the profession of medicine, to unite with the moralist, 
the divine and the economist, in discouraging the consumption of those baneful arti. 
cles ; and, as the first step in the scheme of reformation, to discountenance the baneful 
notion of their remedial efficacy.” Professor Sewell, of Washington, remarks : “ While 
we are convinced that there is no case in which ardent spirits are indispensable, and 
tor which there is not an adequate substitute, we are equally assured, that so long as 
there is an exception allewed, and men are permitted to use it as a medicine, so long 
we shall have invalids and drinkers among us. Only let our profession take a decided 
stand upon this point, and intemperance will soon vanish from our country.” Prof. 
John C. Warren writes; “ The reservation of the use of alcohol, for cases of sickness, 
appears to be of little importance, in a medical way ; and, if it lead to practical abuses, 
such reservation should not be made.” 

Time forbids me to say more than merely to ask that the County Societies be di- 
rected to examine the subject, and report to the next meeting of the Society ; so that 
we may unile in an earnest deciaration that alcoholic stimulants are not necessary in 

@he treatment of any disease. From that moment, Pennsyivania will be relieved from 
much of her disease, crime, and pauperism. Were I a professor of midwifery, or of 
the practice of medicine, and believed brandy essential to the treatment of a single 
malady, I would appoint a solemn fast-day, on which to address my class. I would 
clothe the hall with the drapery of woe—wonld attire myself in mourning, and, invok- 
ing the presence of genius degraded—of female loveliness and virtue deformed and 
outraged—of parental and filial affection, turned into bitter and burning hate by the 
use of intoxicating drinks; would, in the mournful accents of grief, discourse to my 
pupils on the darkness of the nineteenth century, which had, in this single case, fur- 
nished no substitute for that agent, which has filled the world with disease, sorrow, 
and premature death.”— From Dr. Corson’s Address. 

Treatment of Uleers—Dn. Hexny S. Parrerson, in the March No. of the Medical 
Ezaminer, cails attention to the treatment of Ulcers of the Leg by the Chalk Ointment 
and tight bandage of Mr. Spender of Bath. The tight bandage, so useful in the treat- 
ment of varicose veins, is recommended here, because it is found that such a condition 
of these vessels, either of the mais trunks or the smaller superficial veins, attends four 
fifths of the cases of Ulcers of the Leg, and hence come “ an impeded and imperfect 
circulation, and impaired vitality of the tisswes of the limb, and the liability to ulcera- 
tion, and the difliculty of healing an ulcer when onee formed. Obviously the first step 
in the treatment of such ulcer, isto remedy this primary morbid condition.” The ob- 
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ject in using the Chalk Ointment, is as nearly as possible to imitate the process of na- 
ture by forming ‘aa incrustation over the whole sore, and, thus protect the newly 
forming cicatrix beneath it. The formula preferred by Mr. Spender, and recommend- 
ed by Dr. Patterson is as follows :— 

Take of Prepared Chalk, - 4 lbs. 

Fresh lard, - - © 1 * 

Olive Oil, - - - 3 ozs. 

“To the lard and oil melted together, the chalk should be added gradually, being 
first rubbed to a fine powder and passed through a sieve, The mass should then be 
stirred until nearly cold.” Dr. Patterson adds-~ in private practice, | have used an 
ointment prepared with the precipitated Carbonate of Lime, which is perfectly smooth.’’ 
The ointment is spread about the thickness of a water, upon iinen or cotton cloth, 
and applied over the whole sore, extending some distance beyond its margin. Over 
this the bandage should be applied by the surgeon himself. Afier afew days, if the 
dressing of the limb b again y, the ointment and bandage should be re- 
applied, without either wiping or washing the limb, so that the reparative process may 
not be interfered with by removing the incrustation. 

“ This treatment,” says, Dr. P., “ 1 can, from extended experience, confidently re- 
commend to my professional brethren. It is applicable to all ulcers of the leg in which 
a varicose condition of the superficial veins constitutes the element of difficulty and 
delay in the cure, and these will be found, (I am satisfied,) to be four-fifths of all the 
cases that occur.” 





Contributions to Pharmacy—By Joux P. Matraver, M. D., LL. D., of Virginia — 
It will not be denied that the operation of therapeutical agents is essentially influenced 
by the mode by which they are prepared. 

The fact, so generally true, is particularly exemplified in the preparations of cincho- 
na, cantharides, colchicum, guiacum, and several other medicinal substances of which 
I shall speak presently. 

For more than twenty-five years, my attention has been particularly directed to this 
subject, and, during this period, I have adopted several new methods of preparing 
some of the articles of the materia medica, and have satisfied myself, by repeated 
practical trials, that these preparations possessed superior efficacy to those generally 
employed. 

Many years ago I prepared an acetous infusion of cantharides,* for blistering pur- 
poses. This infusion was first designed for vesicating the scalps of infants, without re- 
moving the hair; and its action was very satisfactory. It was applied simply by wet- 
ting the surface of the head, and hair nearest its roots, and then carefully covering the 
parts with a cabbage leaf, or oiled silk, to prevent the too sudden evaporation of the 
blistering fluid. When other parts of the body were to be blistered, a thin compress 
of bibulous paper, or cloth saturated with the infusion, was applied to them, and care- 
fully covered with oiled silk. To insure speedy and effective vesication, I usually re- 
applied the tincture two or three times, after intervals of half an hour. I found this 
agent equally as efficient and certain in its action with adults as with infants, It ren- 
dered the removal of the hair unnecessary, as it blistered every part of the surface, 
even when a very thick head of hair existed. This preparation has been used by 
many of my medical friends and with eutire satisfaction. Within the last ten years, I 
was induced to prepare an cethereous solution of cantharidest as a vesicant, and have 


*R. Canth. contus.Ziiss.; Acid acet., Oij. Digest for 14 days, and filter. 
| R. Cantharid. contus., Ziiy.; Spirit. oeth. nitric, Oiise. Digest for 8 days, and filter. 
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found it far more prompt and certsin in its operation than the acetous infusion. Kt may 
be applied io the same manner as the latter. Frequently, merely wetting the skin 
with the soluulion, without covering the part, will blister ; especially in infants. When 
adults are to be blistered, the preparation should generally be applied with a thin com 
press, and carefully covered, as already suggesied-—moistening the compress 
from time to time, uatil the skin is entirely reddened, 1 have found this by ter 
the most convenient and reliable means of blistering that I have ever employed. The 
witberal Uacture of cantharides is also an efficient internal remedy. As an emmena- 
gogue aod diuretic it has greatly exceeded my expectation. The etherous men 
siruum seems not only to promote the operation of the cantharid'n upon the genito- 
urinary organs ; but at the same Lime to guard against strangury. [| now use this pre 
paration of cantharides almost exclusively, both externally and internally, whea 
the lytta is indicated, and have done so for seven or eight years. 

The remarkable efficacy of the etherous preparation of the Spanish Fly induced me, 
five years ago, to employ spirits of nitric ether as a mea<truum for cubebs, colchicum, 
guiacum, squill, ergot, gossypium, sanguinaria, ipececuanha, digitalis, nux vomica, and 
some other articles of less importance. The cethereous tincture of cubebs* is a most 
valuable remedy in all the sub-acute inflammations of the biadder, of the urethra, of 
the uterine cavity, and of the mucous lining of the stomach and intestines. It should 
be administered in some mucilaginous vebicle. 

The tincture of colchicumt is applicable to the treatment of all of the cases demand- 
ing the use of the colchicum, and is decidely preferable to the vinous seminal tincture 
now in use, by reason of its tendency to act on the urinary sysiem. It is very well 
adapted to the treatment of sub-acute rheumatism, gout, edema, and veuralgic rhew 
matism, especially if the urinary secretion is materially diminisbed in quantity. In the 
bloating occasionally connected with dysmenorrbcea, a combination of this tincture 
with the cethereous tincture of cantharides, sanguinaria and gum guiacum will be 
found a most valuable remedy. It should be taken three or fovr times daily in an in- 
fusion of pine tops, in doses of ten to twenty draps each. The same combination will 
also be found valuable in the sub-acute stage of gout and rheumatism. 

The cthereous tincture of gum guiacum is superior to the preparations of that ar 
ticle now in general use in the treatment of rheumatism by reason of its tendency to 
act on the urinary system ; and the same may be said of it as an emmenagogue when 
there is rheumatic irritation of the uterus as an associate cause of dysmenorrhea. 

The cthereous tincture of squill§ is adapted to all cases in which squill is indicated, 
and is an elegant preparation. In dropsy, edema of the mucous lining of the larynx, 
and ofthe lungs, in asthma, and 4s an expectorant and diuretic it will be found a most 
convenient and valuable preparation. A combination of equal parts of this tincture 
and of the syrup of lobelia inflata taken three or four times daily, in doses of 3ss. to 3j 
each, is the most efficient remedy I have ever used in asthma. 

The cetherous tincture of ergot|| is best suited to cases of inaction or torpor of the 
uterus connected with debility or exhaustion ; it may be used either as an emmena- 
gogue or as a parturient. In uterine hemorrhage, or menorrhagia dependent 
on debility, or exhaustion of the uterus, it will be found a valuable remedy. Its 
action upon the uterus is greatly influenced by the ethereous menstruum. It is best 


*R.. Pip. cubeb. contus., Ziv.; Spirit. eth. nitric, Oij. Digest 8 days and filter. 
+h. Sem. colchic. contus., Ziv. ; Spirit. oeth. nitrie, Oij. Digest 10 days and filter. 

Rk. Guiac. gum. resin, Ziv.; Spirit. oeth. nitric, Oij. Digest § days, and decant. 
ie Scill. maritim. contus., Ziv. ; spirit oeth. nitric, Oij. Digest § days, and filter. 
||. Ergot. contus., Zij.: spirit oeth. nitric, Oj. Digest 10 days and filter. 
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to give it in some diuretic vehicle, such as pine tops tea, or flax seed or elm tea ; and 
it may be taken in doses of 38s. to ij. onee in four or five hours. 

The tincture of gossypium* is possessed of properties very similar to that of ergot 
and may be employed im like doses with it, and in similar diseases. 

The tincture of sanguinariat is valuable when combined with the tinctures of can- 
tharides, guiacun®, colchicum, cubebs, and indeed any other emmenagogue, in the 
treatment of dysmenorrh@a. It is also a valuable expectorant and diaphoretic in pneu- 
monia, bronchitis, and oedema of the mucous lining of the air passages. It is adminis- 
tered in doses from 38s. to 3ij., once in three or four hours. This tincture may also 
be employed alone as a diaphoretic and expectorant. 

The oethereous tincture of ip hat is so closely assimilated to the tincture of 
the sanguinaria in its therapeutical properties, as to be applicable to the treatment of 
the same diseases, It is an elegant and most convenient preparation. In typhoid fe- 
ver it will be found far superior to the ipecac pill as a diaphoretic, especially when the 
tongue is dry and the thirst urgent. It may be used also in typhus fever, or indeed in 
any febrile affections during the sub-acute stage. This valuable preparation acis both 
as a diapboretic and diuretic in these cases, as wel! as an expectorant. 

The oethereous tincture of digitalis§ is a far better preparation than the alcoholic, 
on account of its greater activity ; and this it derives chiefly from the oethereous men- 
stroum. In doses from 3%. to 3j., in some diuretic infusion, taken three times daily, 
it will be found well adapted to all such cases as require the foxglove. 

The oethereous tinetare of nux vomical! is especially indicated in the treatment of 
seminal debility, or to speak more properly, debility of the generative organs. In this, 
the gravest of buman ills, after such preliminary treatment as may be demanded for 
the correction of constipation, and prostatic tenderness, this tinctare will be found a 
most excellent means of restoring the erections. It is also valuable in exciting appe- 
tite for food, and in the invigoration of the digestive organs. Ths preparation is well 
adapted likewise to the treatment of paraplegia, especially when the bladder and 
rectam are implicated, as well as such other forms of paralysis as demand the nux vo- 
mica or its alkaloid. It may be given in doses from 788. to ziss. three times daily, be- 
fore or after meals, in some bitter infusion. The cold infusion of wild cherry bark I 
have generally preferred as a vehicle for it. 

The oethereous solutions or tinctures.are more readily prepared, requiring to be di- 
gested for a less time than the alcoholic, and keep without the least deterioration. 
They are also adapted to those conditions of the constitution in which alcoholic men- 
strua would be objectionable. 

Hydrargyrum cum crea, This valuable preparation of mercury is usually formed 
by triturating Zijj. mercury with %v. of prepared chalk, until the globules are extin- 
guished. This is a tedious process, and the resulting powder is not of uniform strength, 
nor is the mercury completely rubbed down. Indeed, it is questionable whether the 
powder, when apparently well formed, always contains mercury, as a compound may 





*R. Gossypii. herbac, Ziv., spirit. oeth. nitric, Oij. Digest for 10 days and filter. 

TR. Sanguinar. canadens. contus, Ziv. ; spirit. oeth. nitric., Oij. Digest 8 days and 
filter. 

TR. Cepheel. ipecac. rad. contus., $1j.; spirit. oeth. nitric., Oi). Digest 8 days and 
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§R. Digital. purp. fol, Ziss., spirit. oeth, nitric. Oij. Digest for 10 days and filter. 

||. Nucis vomice pulv., Zij , spirit. oeth. nitric, Oij. Digest for 10 days and filter. 
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be readily formed by uniting other coloring substances with chalk, to imitate blue 
mercurial powder; and I think | have met with such imitations several times. The 
blue powder that I have procured from the shops has generally disappointed me; and 
for a number of years I have prepared it myself according to the tollowing method: 
Take one part of pure starch; eight parts of prepared chalk ; and sixteen parts of 
mercury. Reduce the starch to fine powder. The chalk may now Be added, and after 
being well mixed, the mercury can be united. The powder must next be moistened 
with water, but not to the extent of wetting it; and the whole rubbed until nearly dry, 
when the mass should be again moistened and rubbed dry. In this manner the pro- 
cess must be repeated from time to time, as may be convenient, until the powder as 
sumes a uniform bluish appearance. After the chalk seems to be saturated with the 
mercury, rub the mass perfectly dry, and then moisten it sufficiently to make it adbere 
to the surface of the mortar by pressing with the pestle. By carefully passing the pes 
tle over the adhering mass, so as to render its surface smooth, the superfluous merca- 
ry will now escape from it in small globules and fall to the bottom of the mortar, and 
the separation may be facilitated by striking the bottom of the mortar against the table 
repeatedly, and by pouring the mercury over the surface of the mass where any glo- 
bales appear. The mercury may now be removed from the mortar; and as soon as 
the mass b 8 sufficiently dry, the trituration must be renewed and continued un 
til the mass becomes a smooth, dry powder. Prepared according to this method, | 
have used blue powder in my practice more than twenty-five years, and have uni- 
formly found it far more certain in its operation than that obtained from the shops. 
I prescribe it in the ordinary doses, or nearly so, and yet I am satisfied it is stronger 
than that in genera! use. I invariably direct it to be administered nearly dry, united with 
brown sugar, and to be mixed in a cup by stirring the powder and sugar together with 
a straw or the point of a knife. The dose may then be taken into the mouth and 
swallowed, first with the saliva, and afterwards with a mouthiul of water. This pow- 
der should never be mixed in a silver spoon, or in any other utensil possessing an afli- 
nity for mercury, or the powder may be rendered entirely inert ; and such an accident 
once befell a patient of mine, who nearly lost her life before the cause of failure of the 
medicine in producing its proper effects was discovered.— Virg. Med.and Surg. Jour. 
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DEATH OF PROP. PATTERSON. 


We are pained to announce the decease of our friend and co-laborer, 
Prof. Henry 8. Parrerson, M.D., of Philadelphia. Dr. P., who has 
long been an invalid, died on the 27th of April, in the 39th year of his 
age. A full notice of his death and its causes will appear in a future 
number of the Reporter. The present number contains his last con- 
tributions to medical literature. His bereaved wife has tomourn a double 
loss, as it is but a few weeks since their only son was buried. 














